
HB 1977-S - DIGEST
(AS OF HOUSE 2ND READING 3/7/2007)

Finds that student access to programs offered at skill
centers can help prepare them for careers, apprenticeships,
and postsecondary education.

Finds that there are barriers to providing access to
students in rural and remote areas but that there are
opportunities to do so with satellite and branch campus
programs, distance and online learning programs, and
collaboration with higher education, business, and labor.

Finds that skill centers provide opportunities for
dropout prevention and retrieval programs by offering programs
that accommodate students' work schedules and provide credit
retrieval opportunities.

Finds that implementing the recommendations from the
study by the workforce training and education coordinating
board will enhance skill center programs and student access to
those programs.

Provides that, beginning in the 2007-08 school year and
thereafter, students attending skill centers shall be funded
for all classes at the skill center and the sending districts,
up to two full-time equivalents.

Requires the office of the superintendent of public
instruction to review and revise the guidelines for skill
centers to encourage expansion of skill center programs. The
superintendent, in cooperation with the workforce training and
education coordinating board, skill center directors, and the
Washington association for career and technical education,
shall review and revise the existing skill centers' policy
guidelines and create and adopt rules governing skill centers.

Provides that, subject to available funding, skill
centers shall provide access to late afternoon and evening
sessions and summer school programs, to rural and high-density
area students aligned with regionally identified high-demand
occupations.


