HB 1909 - DI GEST
(SUBSTI TUTED FOR - SEE 1ST SUB)

Declares that, with the introduction of this act, the
| egislature intends to begin a conversation on proper
revisions to chapter 76.48 RCWthat streamines the permtting
system for specialized forest products and creates a nore
equi tabl e and manageabl e situation for wood hobbyists, while
mai ntaining the chapter's inportant protections that it
provides to forest |andowners.

Declares it is the intent for this act to be used by | aw
enforcement authorities and others responsible for its
i npl enentation to pursue and prosecute those individuals that
are genuinely engaged in the theft of large quantities of
val uabl e forest materials, and not those individuals who are
responsi bly collecting wood or wood pi eces from | andowners who
are aware and accepting of the collection. The |egislature
urges prosecutorial discretion where warranted and the
consideration of all factors involved with a situation before
bringing a crimnal action under this act.



