HB 1855 - DI GEST
(SEE_ALSO PROPOSED 1ST SUB)

Declares that it is in the public's best interest to
ensure that young people are equipped with nedically and
scientifically accurate, age-appropriate information that wl|
help them avoid unintended pregnancies, remain free of
sexual ly transm tted di seases, and meke inforned, responsible
deci si ons throughout their |ives.

Declares an intent to support and advance the standards
established in the January 2005 guidelines for sexual health
i nformation and di sease preventi on devel oped by the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction and the departnent of
heal th. These guidelines are a fundanental tool to hel p school
districts, teachers, guest speakers, health and counseling
provi ders, comrunity groups, parents, and guardi ans choose,
devel op, and evaluate sexual health curricula to better neet
the health and safety needs of adol escents and young adults in
their communities.

Provides that the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall, through its Washi ngton state school health
profiles survey or other existing reporting nechanism ask
schools to identify any curricula used to provide sexual
heal th education, and shall report the results of this inquiry
to the legislature on an annual basis, beginning with the
2008- 09 school year.



