HB 1761-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that, to achieve and protect the state's |ong-
term ecological health, the departnment shall prioritize
sufficient funding to clean up hazardous waste sites and
prevent the creation of future hazards due to inproper
di sposal of toxic wastes on land or in water. The departnent
shal | accelerate clean-up efforts throughout Washi ngton, and
create financing tools to clean up | arge-scal e hazardous waste
sites requiring nultiyear commtnents. To effectively nonitor
toxi ¢ accounts expenditures, the departnment shall develop a
conpr ehensi ve ten-year financing report that identifies |ong-
term renedial action project costs, tracks expenses, and
projects future needs.

Provides that, to expedite cl eanups throughout the state,
t he departnment shall partner with | ocal conmmunities and |iable
parties for cleanups. The departnent is authorized to use the
follow ng additional strategies in order to ensure a heal t hful
environnment for future generations: (1) The director may alter
grant-matching requirenents to create incentives for |oca
governments to expedite cleanups when one of the follow ng
conditions exists: (a) funding would prevent or mnmtigate
unfair econom c hardship inposed by the clean-up liability;
(b) funding would create new substantial econom c devel opnent,
public recreational, or habitat restoration opportunities that
woul d not otherwise occur; or (c) funding would create an
opportunity for acquisition and redevelopnent of vacant,
or phaned, or abandoned property under RCW 70. 105D. 040(5) t hat
woul d not ot herw se occur;

(2) The use of outside contracts to conduct necessary
studi es; and

(3) The purchase of renedial action cost-cap insurance,
when necessary to expedite nultiparty clean-up efforts.



