HB 1709 - DI GEST

Provides that the parties to a claim nay enter into a
final settlenent agreenment at any tine once the worker has
reached maxi num nedi cal inprovenent as provided in this act
with respect to one or nore clains under Title 51 RCW Al
final settlenent agreenents nust be approved by the board of
i ndustrial insurance appeals. The final settlenent agreenent
may: (1) Bind the parties with regard to any or all aspects of a
claim including but not limted to all owance or rejection of a
claim nonetary paynent, vocational services, claim closure,
and cl ai mreopeni ng under RCW51. 32. 160; and

(2) Not subject any enployer who is not a signhatory to
the agreenent to any responsibility or burden under any claim

Requires the departnent to develop and naintain a
registry system by which it records final settlenent
agreenments entered into between the parties. This information
shal |l be nmade avail able to enployers at appropriate tinmes as
determ ned by the departnment in rule, but an enployer may not
consider a prior settlenent agreenent when nmaking hiring
decisions or as a condition of enploynent.



