HB 1652-S - DI GEST
(DI GEST OF PROPOSED 1ST SUBSTI TUTE)

Provides that the wildfire prevention and protection work
group created in this act shall review existing fire studies
conducted by or for the departnent of natural resources, the
joint legislative audit and review commttee, and other
organi zations. The work group shall review the follow ng
issues: (1) Wiether the forest fire protection assessnent rate
provides sufficient funding towards the protection of public
and private lands fromw | dfires;

(2) Whether the statutory limtations on the purposes for
whi ch noneys collected through the forest fire protection
assessnment and from the |andowner contingency forest fire
suppressi on account may be expended are warranted,;

(3) Whether the term"forest land,” as set forth in RCW
76.04. 005, properly defines the scope of land on which the
forest fire protection assessnment shoul d be assessed;

(4) Wether forest fire protection assessnents are
currently being collected from all Iands on which the
departnment of natural resources has the duty to inpose such
assessnents;

(5) Wether the adoption of elenments from wldfire
prograns of other western states would inprove wldfire
protection and suppression in Washi ngton state;

(6) VWiether the departnent of natural resour ces
authority to protect forest |land should include the authority
to protect structures;

(7) \Vhether inprovenents and efficiencies in the
departnment of natural resources' fire protection activities
woul d i npact fire suppression activities and expenses;

(8) Whether state and |ocal building codes adequately
address the dangers posed by devel opnent in areas subject to
w | dfires;

(9) Whether |ocal governnment |and use regulations, and
state advisory and assi stance prograns, adequately address the
dangers posed by devel opnent in areas subject to wldfires;
and

(10) Whet her insurance rates in Washington state reflect
the dangers posed by developnent in areas subject to
wi | dfires.

Requires the wldfire prevention and protection work
group to report its findings and recomendations in the form
of draft legislation to the |legislature by Decenber 1, 2007.

Appropriates the sumof thirty-five thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, for the fiscal year
endi ng June 30, 2008, fromthe general fund to the senate for
the travel expenses of the wildfire prevention and protection
wor k group.



Provides that the act shall be null and void if
appropriations are not approved.



