HB 1573-S2 - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provides that, subject to the availability of funds
appropriated for this pur pose, the office of t he
superintendent of public instruction shall create a grant
program to |ocal partnerships of schools, famlies, and
communities to begin the phase in of a statew de conprehensive
dropout prevention, intervention, and retrieval system This
program shall be known as the building bridges program For
purposes of this act, a "building bridges progranf neans a
| ocal partnership of schools, famlies, and communities that
provides all of the followng prograns or activities: (1) A
systemthat identifies individual students at risk of dropping
out from m ddl e through high school based on | ocal predictive
data, including state assessnent data starting in the fourth
grade, and provides tinely interventions for such students,
including a plan for educational success as already required
by the student I earning plan as defined under RCW 28A. 655. 061
Students identified shall include foster care youth and
adj udi cat ed yout h;

(2) Coaches or nmentors for students as necessary;

(3) Staff responsible for coordination of comunity
partners that provide a seanless continuum of academ c and
nonacadem ¢ support in schools and comunities;

(4) Retrieval or reentry activities; and

(5) Alternative educational programm ng, including, but
not limted to, career and technical education preparatory
prograns and online | earning opportunities.

Decl ares that the grant awarded under this act shall be
for a two-year denonstration project focusing on providing
fifth through twelfth grade students with a program that
utilizes technology and is integrated with state standards,
basi ¢ academ cs, cross-cultural exposures, and age-appropriate
preenpl oynent training. The project shall: (1) Establish
progranms in two western Washi ngton and one eastern Washi ngt on
ur ban areas;

(2) ldentify at-risk students in each of the distinct
comuni ties and popul ati ons and i nplenent strategies to close
t he achi evenent gap;

(3) Col | ect and report dat a on parti ci pant
characteristics and outcones of the project, including the
characteristics and outcones specified under this act; and

(4) Submt a report to the legislature by Decenber 1,
2009.

Provides that the act shall be null and void if
appropriations are not approved.

VETO MESSAGE ON 2SHB 1573



May 9, 2007

To the Honorabl e Speaker and Menbers,
The House of Representatives of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:
| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Section 8, Second
Substitute House Bill 1573 entitl ed:

" AN ACT Rel ati ng to dr opout preventi on,
intervention, and retrieval."

Sections 1 through 7 of this bill provide for the devel opnent
and inplenentation of a grant program that, t hr ough
col | aborative school district, famly and comunity

partnershi ps and services, support vul nerable students who are
at risk of dropping out of mddle or high school. The grant

programw || be called the Building Bridges Program
Section 8 deals with existing dropout prevention and high
school conpl eti on progr amns run by comunity based

organi zations and comunity and technical colleges through
contracts with school districts. Section 8 sets the criteria
for determining state funding for students enrolled in these
prograns, and was intended to address concerns raised by

comunity based organi zations. | amvetoing Section 8 because
it would have the unintended consequence of decreasing
enrollment in existing high school conpletion prograns

avai l able through conmunity and technical colleges. The
Superintendent of Public Instruction has indicated that the
concerns of the community based organi zati ons can be addressed
t hrough the rul e maki ng process for the new dropout prevention
program

For these reasons, I have vetoed Section 8 of Second
Substitute House Bill 1573.

Wth the exception of Section 8, Second Substitute House Bil
1573 is approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



