HB 1525. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Finds that: (1) A vibrant and growng small business
sector is critical to creating jobs in a dynam c econony;

(2) Small businesses bear a disproportionate share of
regul atory costs and burdens;

(3) Fundanmental changes that are needed in the regul atory
and enforcenent culture of state agencies to make them nore
responsive to small business can be nmade w t hout conprom sing
the statutory m ssions of the agencies;

(4) Wen adopting rules to protect the health, safety,
and econom c wel fare of Washi ngton, state agencies shoul d seek
to achieve statutory goals as effectively and efficiently as
possible wthout inposing unnecessary burdens on snal
enpl oyers;

(5) Uniform regulatory and reporting requirenents can
i npose unnecessary and disproportionately burdensone demands
i ncluding legal, accounting, and consulting costs upon snall
busi nesses with |imted resources;

(6) The failure to recognize differences in the scale and
resources of regulated businesses can adversely affect
conpetition in the marketplace, discourage innovation, and
restrict inprovenents in productivity;

(7) Unnecessary regulations create entry barriers in nmany
industries and discourage potenti al entrepreneurs from
i ntroduci ng beneficial products and processes;

(8) The practice of treating all regul ated busi nesses the
sane leads to inefficient use of regulatory agency resources,
enforcement problens, and, in sone cases, to actions
inconsistent with the legislative intent of health, safety,
environmental , and econom c wel fare | egislation;

(9) Aternative regulatory approaches which do not
conflict with the state objective of applicable statutes may
be available to mnimze the significant econom c inpact of
rul es on small businesses; and

(10) The process by which state rules are devel oped and
adopted should be refornmed to require agencies to solicit the
i deas and conmments of small businesses, to exam ne the inpact
of proposed and existing rules on such businesses, and to
review the continued need for existing rules.



