HB 1517 - DI GEST
(AS OF HOUSE 2ND READI NG 3/8/2007)

Finds that Washington state: (1) Is one of the nost
trade- dependent states in the United States, where one in
three jobs is directly connected to trade;

(2) Benefits froma thriving tourist trade;

(3) Encourages cultural understanding and tol erance for
its citizens; and

(4) Seeks a worl d-class education system

Finds that there is a current |ack of |eadership and
commtnment at the state level to inprove world |anguage
instruction so that our students can secure their part in the
gl obal community and renmain conpetitive in the world.

Provides that, subject to the availability of funds
appropriated for this pur pose, the office of t he
superintendent of public instruction shall allocate grants,
based on a conpetitive application process, for pilot projects
to enhance instruction in world |anguages at the elenentary
and m ddl e school |[evel.

Provides that, at the end of the grant period, the office
of the superintendent of public instruction shall evaluate the
out conmes, successes, and limtations of the pilot projects as
strategies to enhance world |anguage instruction in public
school s and report its findings to the education commttees of
the legislature at the first |egislative session after the end
of the grant period.



