HB 1503 - DI GEST
(SEE_ALSO PROPOSED 2ND SUB)

Provides that, at any tine that an exam ning or attending
physician or |icensed advanced registered nurse practitioner
is contacted by the enployer, or a representative of the
enployer, a witten report nust be generated by the person or
entity initiating contact which fully discloses all subjects
di scussed and responses given. This report nust be conpleted
within five days of the neeting, and a copy nust be mailed to
the worker no later than the fifth day. Failure to conply with
this provision constitutes a violation of RCW 51.48.080 and
the penalty shall be paid to the worker.

Provides that, in any circunstance in which an attorney,
vocat i onal counsel or, nurse case nanager, or ot her
representative of the enployer seeks to neet with an exam ni ng
or attending physician or |icensed advanced registered nurse
practitioner to discuss the worker's physical capacities,
medi cal treatnent, permanent partial disability, ability to
work, or other issues pertaining to the claim that person
shall give at |east seven days' prior witten notice to the
wor ker or the worker's designated representative. The worker
and representative have the right to attend and participate in
t he conference.

Requires that, within five days of the conpletion of the
nmeeting, the enployer or representative shall <create a
conplete report of the neeting, including all questions asked
and i nformation provided. A copy of this report nust be nmailed
to the worker or the worker's designated representative, no
|ater than the fifth day foll owi ng the neeting.

Provides that, once an appeal has been filed with the
board, the departnent and the enployer, as well as the
representatives of each, may not have ex parte contact, to
di scuss the facts or issues in question in the appeal, wth
any nedical provider who has provided treatnment to the
claimant unless witten authorization for such contact is
given by the claimant or the claimant's representative. This
al so applies to nedical providers who exam ned the clainmant
for consultative purposes at the request of either the
claimant or a treating nedical provider unless the exam nation
request was initiated by the departnent.



