HB 1214. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Provi des that a person operating a noving notor vehicle
who, by neans of an electronic wreless comunications devi ce,
ot her than a voice-activated gl obal positioning or navigation
system that is permanently affixed to the vehicle, sends,
reads, or wites a text nessage, is gqguilty of a traffic
infraction. A person does not send, read, or wite a text
nmessage when he or she reads, selects, or enters a phone
nunber or nane in a wreless comunications device for the
pur pose of making a phone call.

Does not apply to a person operating: (1) An authorized
energency vehicle; or

(2) A nmoving notor vehicle while using an electronic
Wi rel ess communications device to: (a) report illegal
activity; (b) summon nedical or other energency help; (c)
prevent injury to a person or property; or (d) relay
information between a transit or for-hire operator and that
operator's dispatcher, in which the device is permanently
affi xed to the vehicle.

Provides that enforcenment of this act by |aw enforcenent
of ficers may be acconplished only as a secondary action when a
driver of a nmotor vehicle has been detained for a suspected
violation of Title 46 RCWor an equi val ent | ocal ordinance or
sonme ot her offense.

Provides that infractions under this act shall not becone
part of the driver's record under RCW46.52.101 and 46. 52. 120.
Additionally, a finding that a person has conmtted a traffic
infraction under this act shall not be nade available to
i nsurance conpani es or enpl oyers.

Takes effect January 1, 2008.



