HB 1186 - DI GEST
(SEE_ALSO PROPOSED 1ST SUB)

Declares that the intent of this act is to protect the
fairness of elections for the highest courts in Wshington
state - the suprene court and court of appeals. Doing so wll
mai ntain the public's trust in the integrity and i ndependence
of our courts in the face of increasingly |arge suns of nobney
rai sed and spent by special interest groups. That flood of
noney t hreat ens t he inpartiality, i ndependence, and
credibility of our judiciary.

Provides that, to maintain public confidence in the
judiciary, we nust prevent not only corruption, but the
appear ance of corruption, for the judiciary is the one branch
of governnment that nust be uniquely inpartial, independent,
and unbiased in order to best serve the residents of
Washington. It would be destructive for our denocracy to allow
our courts to becone influenced by |arge anounts of noney, and
for our citizens to think that judicial decisions are
i nfluenced by those large anpbunts of noney. This act is
necessary to ensure that our highest courts continue to be
unbi ased and insul ated from special interests.

Establishes the judicial election reform act as an
alternative source of financing candi dates for the Washi ngton
suprene court and court of appeals who denonstrate public
support and voluntarily accept strict fund-raising and
spending limts.



