VETO MESSAGE ON E2SSB 6117
May 11, 2007

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning, wthout ny approval as to Section 4, Engrossed
Second Substitute Senate Bill 6117 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to reclainmed water."

Section 4 of this bill wuld establish procedures for
determ ning when a water reuse project would inmpair existing
wat er rights, and woul d change the standard for mtigating any
such inpairment. Based on |legal advice, | believe this section
coul d have uni ntended consequences to existing water rights.
The remai nder of Section 4 of the bill would also create a new
task force to address the state's water reuse program
i ncluding water right inpairment issues.

| have vetoed Section 4 of Engrossed Second Substitute Senate

Bill 6117 because of that portion of it that changes the
standard for mtigating inpairnment of existing water rights.

Section 3 of the bill establishes new requirements for
consi dering reclai ned water during watershed planning and | and
use decisions, which will eventually need to be harnonized
with other statutes in order to ensure effective
i npl enentation. | believe this work is still needed and
important to acconplish. Accordingly, | am directing the

Department of Ecology to work with |egislative |eadership to
address water right inpairment from water reuse projects,
recl ai med water planning and other issues raised in Sections 3
and 4 of the bill and to provide a report and reconmendati ons
to the Governor and appropriate standing conmttees of the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 31, 2007.

Wth the exception of Section 4, Engrossed Second Substitute
Senate Bill 6117 is approved.

Respectfully submtted,
Christine O Gregoire
Gover nor



