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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON 8405

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Haugen, Swecker, Miurray and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 05/ 07.

WHEREAS, Interstate 5 is the only continuous north-south interstate
hi ghway on the West Coast and provides a vital commerce and travel
corridor linking the United States, Canada, and Mexico, as well as the
states of California, Oegon, and Washi ngton; and

WHEREAS, The five-mle segnent of Interstate 5 between Col unbia
Boulevard in Portland, Oegon and State Route 500 in Vancouver,
Washi ngton, including the Colunbia River bridge, contains eight
i nt erchanges connecting four state highways (SR 14, SR 500, SR 501, and
OR 99E) with several major arterials; and

VWHEREAS, One Interstate 5 bridge crossing the Colunbia R ver was
built in 1917 and the other in 1958, and neither neets appropriate
eart hquake standards; and

VWHEREAS, The Colunbia River Interstate 5 bridges served 30,000
vehi cles per day in the 1960s and now serve 125,000 vehicl es per day on
weekdays; and

WHEREAS, Traffic on the bridges in 2020 is anticipated to reach
180, 000 vehicles per day, and regional truck traffic is projected to
i ncrease by approximately 130 percent in the next 25 years; and

VWHEREAS, Congestion on the bridges is projected to grow to 13 hours
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a day by 2020, making traffic congestion a nearly continuous condition
during daylight hours; and

VWHEREAS, The Portland/ Vancouver 1-5 Transportation and Trade
Part nershi p brought Washi ngton and Oregon citizens together beginning
in 2001 to develop a plan for addressing problens in this corridor; and

WHEREAS, Bistate cooperation continues through the Colunbia River
Crossing Project, which has begun the environnental inpact statenent
process for the river crossing and Interstate 5 inprovenents in the
five-mle area; and

VWHEREAS, Both Washington and Oregon have enacted independent and
separate "public-private partnership” legislation that wmy have
applicability to the construction of any new bridge facility crossing
the Colunbia River on Interstate 5; and

VWHEREAS, The Colunbia River Crossing is a crucial transportation
project that will contribute to the economc vitality of the northwest
and the nation as a whole by serving the national purpose of ensuring
safe and efficient novenent of goods and people; and

VWHEREAS, The Washington state legislature recognizes that
conpl etion of the Colunbia R ver Crossing Project will require strong
partnershi ps between all levels of governnent and with the private
sector and citizens of Oregon and Washi ngton;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That the Senate
and House of Representatives standing comnmttees on transportation
shall study any outstanding |legislative issues, including financia
i ssues, that may apply regarding the Colunbia River Crossing Project,
and work cooperatively wth interested legislators from Oegon's
Legi sl ative Assenbly to work towards a common project; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Senate of the state of Washi ngton,
t he House of Representatives concurring, support:

(1) Continuation of bistate, bipartisan, and nultijurisdictiona
efforts in planning, coordination, and funding;

(2) Recognizing and addressing vital roles and inpacts on marine,
rail, transit, air, freight, and pedestri an nodes;

(3) Recognizing the inportance of, and addressing the needs of,
af fected busi ness centers and nei ghbor hoods;

(4) Continuation and increasing focus on short and | ong-term demand
managenment strategies;
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(5) Joining of state and | ocal governnent agencies and the private
sector in a strong partnership that contributes to conpletion of the
proj ect ;

(6) The federal governnent, including the United States Depart nent
of Transportation and regulatory agencies involved in the project,
engaging in a spirit of cooperation to streamline the regulatory
process and renove unnecessary inpedinents to the speedy devel opnent
and delivery of the project; and

(7) The congressional del egations of Oregon and Washi ngton strongly
advocating for the Colunbia R ver Crossing Project and working to
provide federal funding and other assistance that wll advance this
project of national and regional significance.

~-- END ---
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