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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6704

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senator Fairley; by request of Attorney General)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Rel ating to special neetings; and anendi ng RCW 42. 30. 080.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.30.080 and 2005 ¢ 273 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

A special neeting nmay be called at any tine by the presiding
of ficer of the governing body of a public agency or by a majority of
the nenbers of the governing body by delivering witten notice
personally, by mail, by fax, or by electronic mail to each nenber of
t he governi ng body; and to each | ocal newspaper of general circulation
and ((te—each)) local radio or television station ((whieh)) that has on
file with the governing body a witten request to be notified of such
special neeting or of all special neetings. Such notice also shall be
posted on the agency's web site, if any, and prominently displayed at
the main entrance of the agency's principal location and the neeting
site if it is not held at the agency's principal location. If the
voting district for the governing body has fewer than one thousand
registered voters, individuals residing in the district who have a
witten request to be notified of special neetings on file with the
governing body shall receive such notice by fax, electronic mail, or
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t el ephoni ¢ nessage. Such notice nust be delivered ((persenalby—-by
maH—by—fax—eor—by—eleet+ronire—ratt)) or posted, as applicable, at
| east twenty-four hours before the tine of such neeting as specified in
the notice. The call and notice shall specify the tinme and place of
the special neeting and the business to be transacted. Fi nal
di sposition shall not be taken on any other matter at such neetings by
t he governing body. Such witten notice my be dispensed with as to
any nenber who at or prior to the tinme the neeting convenes files with
the clerk or secretary of the governing body a witten waiver of
notice. Such waiver may be given by telegram by fax, or electronic
mail. Such witten notice may al so be di spensed with as to any nenber
who is actually present at the neeting at the tinme it convenes. The
notices provided in this section may be dispensed with in the event a
special neeting is called to deal with an energency involving injury or
damage to persons or property or the likelihood of such injury or
damage, when tine requirenents of such notice would nmake notice
i npractical and increase the likelihood of such injury or damage. An
agency shall be considered to have conplied wth the requirenent for
posting a notice on its web site if the agency made a good faith effort
to post the notice at least twenty-four hours before the neeting and
was unable to do so because of circunstances beyond its control. Such
circunstances include, but are not limted to, problens with internet
software, equipnent or systens, and the inability or failure of a
third-party contractor to post a notice in a tinely nmanner.
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