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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 1214

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives MDonald and Mrrel

Read first time 01/15/2007. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to operating a notor vehicle while reading,
witing, or sending electronic nessages; adding a new section to
chapter 46.61 RCW prescribing penalties; and providing an effective
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, a person
operating a noving notor vehicle who, by neans of an electronic
W rel ess communi cations device, other than a voice-activated gl oba
positioning or navigation system that is permanently affixed to the
vehicle, sends, reads, or wites a text nessage, is guilty of a traffic
infraction. A person does not send, read, or wite a text nessage when
he or she reads, selects, or enters a phone nunber or nane in a
W rel ess communi cati ons device for the purpose of making a phone call.

(2) Subsection (1) of this section does not apply to a person
oper ating:

(a) An authorized energency vehicle; or
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(b) A noving notor vehicle while using an electronic wreless
communi cati ons device to:

(1) Report illegal activity;

(i1) Summon medi cal or other energency help;

(ti1) Prevent injury to a person or property; or

(iv) Relay information between a transit or for-hire operator and
that operator's dispatcher, in which the device is permanently affixed
to the vehicle.

(3) Enforcenent of this section by |aw enforcenent officers may be
acconplished only as a secondary action when a driver of a notor
vehi cl e has been detained for a suspected violation of this title or an
equi val ent | ocal ordi nance or sone other offense.

(4) Infractions wunder this act shall not becone part of the
driver's record under RCW 46.52.101 and 46.52. 120. Additionally, a
finding that a person has commtted a traffic infraction under this
section shall not be nade available to insurance conpanies or
enpl oyers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act takes effect January 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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