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St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Seaquist, Mrrell, Bailey, Ericks, Kelley, Roach
Kessler, Geen, Canpbell, WIIlianms, MDonald, VanDeWge, Hudgins,

Chase, Hunt, Dunn, MCune, Buri, Haler, Priest, Kretz, Goodnan, Cody,
P. Sullivan, Somers, Hasegawa, Rolfes, Pedersen, M/l oscia, Sinpson
Sells, Roberts, Lovick, Hunter, Darneille, MCoy, Hurst, dibborn,
Conway, Linville, Kenney, O nsby, Springer and Sant os

Read first time 02/27/2007. Referred to Commttee on State
Governnent & Tribal Affairs.

TO THE HONCRABLE GEORCGE W BUSH, PRESI DENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, The Washi ngton National Guard has served Washi ngton wel |
and faithfully since territorial tines; and

VWHEREAS, Nearly 8,600 nmen and wonen of the Washington Air and Arny
National Guard continue to serve our state and nation, at hone and
abroad; and

WHEREAS, The National Guard supports civil authorities in a
mul titude of ways that are particular to our local communities and to
our state and region; and

WHEREAS, The MIlitia clause of the United States Constitution
guarantees to each state the right to maintain an organized mlitia
(the National Guard) for the protection and defense of its citizens;
and
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VWHEREAS, The National Guard plans, trains, and exercises wth
| ocal, state, and federal officials to provide relief wunder the
Governor's control during energencies and disasters that may befall the
state of Washington or any other state; and

WHEREAS, State control of the Guard in the event of such
energencies is critical to execution of the National Response Plan
(NRP), the Washington State Conprehensive Energency Managenent Pl an
(CEMP), city and county energency plans, and all intrastate and
interstate nutual aid arrangenents such as the Energency Managenent
Assi stance Conpact (EMAC) and the Pacific Northwest Energency
Managenment Arrangenent (PNEMR); and

VWHEREAS, Placing the Washington National Guard wunder federal
control wi thout the consent of the Governor woul d underm ne the Guard's
effectiveness and deprive the state of Washington of the ability to
perform its nost essential function, the protection of its own
citizens; and

VWHEREAS, Section 1076 of the John Warner National Defense
Aut hori zation Act of 2007 (P.L. 109-364) was adopted w thout any public
hearing and inprovidently anended the federal Insurrection Act by
authorizing the President to inpose federal control over the Nationa
Quard, w thout notice, consultation, or consent of the Governor, in the
event of a "natural disaster, epidemc or other serious public
energency, terrorist attack or incident" (enphasis added); and

WHEREAS, The unil ateral Presidential authority conferred by Section
1076 of P.L. 109-364 is simlarly devoid of any required consultation
or consent of the Congress; and

VWHEREAS, The provi sions of Section 1076 of P.L. 109-364 were signed
into |aw despite the opposition of the nation's governors acting on
behal f of their respective sovereign states; and

VWHEREAS, i nposing Presidential control over the National CGuard for
donmesti c purposes w thout the Governor's consent would negate the unity
of local, state, and federal effort needed in tinmes of donestic peri
and woul d underm ne the speed and efficiency with which the Nationa
Quard responds, under the Governor's control, to energencies within the
state of Washington and in support of other states through state-to-
state nutual aid agreenents such as the Energency Managenent Assi stance
Conpact (EMAC); and
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VWHEREAS, S.513 and HR 869, if enacted into law, will rescind the
obj ecti onabl e provisions of Section 1076 of P.L. 109-364;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully urge the Congress to
swiftly pass and the President to sign into |law S.513 and HR 869.

BE |IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress.

~-- END ---
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