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St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hudgins, Canpbell, Morrell, Wod, Hunt, Chase,
Kenney, Sinpson and Goodman

Read first tine 01/29/2007. Referred to Commttee on Select
Committee on Environnmental Health.

TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED, AND TO THE ADM NI STRATOR OF THE
ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY, STEPHEN JOHNSON:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, On March 29, 2006, the United States Environnental
Protection Agency proposed a rule on the Control of Hazardous Air
Pol lutants from Mobil e Sources, which regul ates several hazardous air
pol l utants, including benzene; and

VWHEREAS, Benzene is one of several air pollutants emtted by notor
vehi cl es and ot her nobile sources that contributes significantly to the
nati onw de risk from breathing outdoor air toxics; and

VWHEREAS, Benzene is an air toxic of particular concern because it
is a known carcinogen; and

VWHEREAS, Benzene em ssion l|levels in Washington state are seven
percent higher than the national average; and
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WHEREAS, A recent assessnent conducted by the Environnental
Protection Agency indicates that Wshington has very high benzene
| evel s, especially as conpared to other areas of the country; and

VWHEREAS, The proposed March 29, 2006, Environnental Protection
Agency rule wuld allow excessively high and geographically
di sproportionate exposures to benzene to continue in Washi ngton state;
and

VWHEREAS, The federal Clean Air Act preenpts states and localities
from taking any additional action to regulate benzene in gasoline,
despite its known risk to our citizen's health;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
St ates Congress reconsider the preenption of state authority under the
Clean Air Act and instead delegate to the states the authority to
regul ate the effects of known carci nogens such as benzene.

BE I T RESOLVED, That the Washington | egislature requests that the
United States Environnental Protection Agency equalize federa
treatment of benzene across our country by pronulgating rules wth
respect to benzene that do not put Washington citizens at a greater
risk than other parts of our great nation, and that take into
consideration the health and well-being of the citizens of Wshi ngton
state and the health and well-being of our children and grandchil dren.

BE | T FURTHER RESCOLVED, That copies of this Menorial be imedi ately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngton, and the Admnistrator of the Environnental Protection
Agency, Stephen Johnson.

--- END ---
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