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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4006

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Blake, Newhouse, B. Sullivan, Ocutt, Ei ckneyer,
Hi nkl e and Kessl er

Read first tine . Referred to .

TO THE HONORABLE GEORGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The vast tinber resources of the Pacific Northwest have,
since the tinme of its inception, been an imensely inportant and
integral part of Washington's econom c well-being; and

VWHEREAS, Even today, in a tine of nodern devel opnents and econom c
diversification, many comunities, both rural and urban, rely on a
st eady and predictable supply of tinber for econom c vibrancy;, and

VWHEREAS, Many wood processing facilities have been forced to close
their doors due to inadequate tinber supply; and

WHEREAS, Each closed mll represents a | oss of econom c opportunity
for a conmmunity; and

WHEREAS, A reduction in wood availability and the closure of tinber
mlls has lead to a crisis in the supply of chip for pulp mlls; and
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VWHEREAS, A reliable tinber supply is the nunber one asset an
investor will consider prior to constructing a newtinber mll; and

WHEREAS, Countl ess acres of private forestland is being | ost each
year to satisfy the growi ng population of the Pacific Northwest with
| and for housing and ot her nonforestry uses; and

VWHEREAS, The state of WAshington has progressively |ead the nation
in its pursuit of forest practices regulation to ensure that the
aquatic species that rely on healthy forests continue to thrive into
the future; and

VWHEREAS, Unhealthy forests that have gone far too |long wthout
having silvicultural thinning operations perfornmed has lead to
devastating forest fires that cost the state governnent, federal
governnment, and local communities mllions of dollars and release
massi ve anounts of carbon dioxide into the atnosphere; and

VWHEREAS, The forestland of the Pacific Northwest contains the raw
materials to junpstart new industries in biofuels that can help
Washi ngton | ead the way on technol ogi cal advancenents to help reduce
gr eenhouse gas enm ssions and the nation's reliance on foreign oil; and

WHEREAS, Heal thy, well-nmanaged forests inprove the habitat for al
species that rely on the forests for their hones; and

WHEREAS, The vast | andholding of the United States forest service
and ot her federal agencies represent the prom se of econom c security
for Washington's communities, an opportunity to inprove forest health
and reduce the econom c and environnental costs of forest fires, hope
for the enhancenent of inportant wildlife habitat, and the necessary
raw materials to begin production of biofuels;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
States forest service and the federal governnent consider ways to
increase the anount of tinber and fiber that is renoved from the
federal forestlands I|ocated wthin the borders of the state of
Washi ngt on.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, each nenber of Congress from the State of
Washi ngton, and the Secretary of the United States Departnment of the
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