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HOUSE BI LL 3325

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Sinpson, \Warnick, and Kelley

Read first tinme 01/31/08. Referred to Commttee on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to the recovery of shopping carts; and adding a new
section to chapter 35.21 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 35.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To assist with the overall appearance, quality, public health,
safety, and welfare, and aesthetic values of |ocal comunities, the
legislature clarifies the existing authority of all incorporated cities
and towns, including unclassified cities and towns operating under
special charters, to adopt ordinances regulating the care, safety, and
retrieval of abandoned shopping carts from grocery stores and other
retail establishnents.

(2) Incorporated cities and towns adopting a new ordinance, or
reaffirmng an existing ordinance, shall provide an exception from
enf orcenment provisions, penalties, and additional adm nistrative fees
for retail establishnents denonstrating, through a nmutually agreeable
process, that they have established or have contracts in place with a
vendor to establish a qualified shopping cart recovery program For
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the purposes of this section, a qualified shopping cart recovery
programis a programthat neets the follow ng m nimumrequirenents:

(a) Uilizes a toll-free nunber, which nust be displayed on all
shopping carts used by the retail establishnment, for the reporting of
shopping carts that have been renoved fromthe retail establishnment's
property;

(b) Maintains a maxi mumresponse tinme of seventy-two hours for the
recovery of shopping carts reported abandoned via the toll-free nunber,
unless the location of the shopping cart requires a person to risk
personal harmin recovering the shopping cart;

(c) Conducts patrols during normal business hours for the purpose
of (i) identifying |ocations where shopping carts are commonly
abandoned and (ii) recovering shopping carts renoved from the retai
establishnent's property that have not yet been reported via the toll-
free nunber; and

(d) Provides for the retrieval of shopping carts collected and
transported to a central location by city or town personnel wthin one
busi ness day of a notification via the toll-free nunber.

(3) Incorporated cities and towns may adopt penalties of up to
fifty dollars per shopping cart for retail establishnents that
establish and adm ni ster a qualified shopping cart recovery programi f
the program fails to retrieve a shopping cart within the tine franes
descri bed under subsection (2) of this section, and may provide for the
disqualification of a previously qualified shopping cart recovery
program if the program repeatedly fails to neet the mninum
requi renents under subsection (2) of this section.

(4) Retail establishnments that elect not to establish or contract
with a vendor for a qualified shopping cart recovery program are
subject to all applicable processes, enforcenent provisions, fees, and
penal ti es inposed under |ocal ordinances that govern abandoned shoppi ng
carts.

(5 Al incorporated cities and towns retain the authority to
address abandoned shopping carts that pose an identifiable and
i mredi ate risk to public health, safety, and welfare, and to utilize
fee and penalty provisions of |ocal ordinances that govern the recovery
and return of such carts.
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