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HOUSE BI LL 3324

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representative Chase

AN ACT Relating to local wunsheltered honeless housing plans;
amendi ng RCW 43. 185C. 010; adding a new section to chapter 43.185C RCW
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that despite the
creation and inplenentation of state and |ocal honel ess housing and
assi stance plans with the goal of reducing and endi ng honel essness, as
required by the honeless housing and assistance act, the annual
Washi ngt on honel ess census continues to report unacceptabl e nunbers of
unsheltered honeless individuals living on the streets in our
communities. Unsheltered honel ess individuals experience great risk to
their personal health and safety and are vul nerable to substantial harm
and even deat h.

(2) Although the | egislature recognizes the critical need to find
and execute |long-term permanent housing solutions for honel ess
individuals, the legislature also recognizes the emnent need to
provide for the imediate shelter of all unsheltered honeless
individuals living on the streets.
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(3) It is the intent of the legislature to reaffirm the goals of
t he honel ess housi ng and assi stance act to reduce honel essness by fifty
percent by July 1, 2015, and also to establish a new goal of providing
a mnimum of i mediate, short-termshelter for one hundred percent of
unsheltered honeless individuals, as reported by the Washington
homel ess census.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.185C
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Each |local honeless housing task force nust present an
unshel tered honel ess housing plan to its |local government's |egislative
authority and to the departnent within ninety days of the effective
date of this act, and nust present an updated plan annually thereafter
on a schedule to be determ ned by the departnent.

(2) The unshel tered honel ess housi ng plan must consist of:

(a) Recommended strategies and a recomended detailed action plan
to acconplish the goal of shelter for one hundred percent of
unshel tered honel ess i ndivi dual s;

(b) Estimated costs for execution of the plan and achi evenent of
the plan's goal; and

(c) Recommended interim assistance strategies, such as the
provision of interim survival mechanisnms and other assistance to be
provided to wunsheltered honeless individuals wuntil they can be
adequat el y shel tered.

(3) Until and unless the Washi ngton honel ess census reports that
t he nunber of unsheltered honel ess individuals within the jurisdiction
of a local government is equal to or less than ten percent of the
nunber of wunsheltered honeless individuals reported in the 2008
Washi ngt on honel ess census, the priority for projects to be funded from
the local government's share of the surcharges in RCW 36.22.179 and
36.22.1791 nust be given to projects and prograns that are intended to
directly acconplish the unsheltered honeless housing goal and are
representative of recommended strategies outlined in the |ocal
unshel t ered honel ess housi ng pl an.

(4) The departnent shall include a summary of |ocal jurisdiction
unshel tered honel ess housing plans and reports of plan acconplishnents
in its annually updated state honeless housing strategic plan as
descri bed under RCW 43. 185C. 040.
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Sec. 3. RCW 43.185C 010 and 2007 c 427 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnent" neans the department of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Director"” neans the director of the departnment of community,
trade, and econom c devel opnent.

(3) "Honel ess person” neans an individual living outside or in a
buil ding not neant for human habitation or which they have no |ega
right to occupy, in an energency shelter, or in a tenporary housing
program whi ch may include a transitional and supportive housing program

if habitation tine limts exist. This definition includes substance
abusers, people with nental illness, and sex offenders who are
honel ess.

(4) "Washi ngton honel ess census" neans an annual statew de census
conducted as a collaborative effort by towns, cities, counties,
comuni ty- based organi zations, and state agencies, with the technical
support and coordi nation of the departnment, to count and collect data
on all honel ess individuals in Washi ngton.

(5) "Honme security fund account”™ neans the state treasury account
receiving the state's portion of incone fromrevenue fromthe sources
established by RCW 36.22.179, RCW 36.22.1791, and all other sources
directed to the honel ess housing and assi stance program

(6) "Honeless housing grant prograni neans the vehicle by which
conpetitive grants are awarded by the departnent, utilizing noneys from
the ((horeless—Hhousing)) hone security fund account, to |oca
governments for progranms directly related to housing honeless
i ndividuals and famlies, addressing the root causes of honel essness,
preventing honel essness, collecting data on honel ess individuals, and
other efforts directly related to housi ng honel ess persons.

(7) "Local governnment" nmeans a county government in the state of
Washington or a city governnent, if the l|legislative authority of the
city affirmatively elects to accept the responsibility for housing
honel ess persons within its borders.

(8) "Housing continuum means the progression of individuals along
a housing-focused continuum wth honelessness at one end and
homeowner ship at the other.
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(9) "Local honeless housing task force" nmeans a voluntary | ocal
committee created to advise a local governnent on the creation of a
| ocal honel ess housing plan and participate in a |ocal honel ess housi ng
pr ogram It rnust include a representative of the county, a
representative of the largest city located within the county, at |east
one honel ess or fornerly honel ess person, such other nenbers as nay be
required to maintain eligibility for federal funding related to housing
prograns and services and if feasible, a representative of a private
nonprofit organization with experience in | owinconme housing.

(10) "Long-term private or public housing" neans subsidized and
unsubsi di zed rental or owner-occupied housing in which there is no
established tine limt for habitation of |ess than two years.

(11) "Interagency council on honelessness" neans a comittee
appoi nted by the governor and consisting of, at least, policy |evel
representatives of the followng entities: (a) The departnent of

comunity, trade, and econom c developnent; (b) the departnent of
corrections; (c) the departnent of social and health services; (d) the
departnment of veterans affairs; and (e) the departnent of health.

(12) "Performance neasurenent” neans the process of conparing
speci fic nmeasures of success against ultimate and interimgoals.

(13) "Community action agency” neans a nonprofit private or public
organi zati on established under the econom c opportunity act of 1964.

(14) "Housing authority" neans any of the public corporations
created by chapter 35.82 RCW

(15) "Honel ess housi ng program neans the program aut hori zed under
this chapter as adm nistered by the departnent at the state |evel and
by the local governnent or its designated subcontractor at the |oca
| evel .

(16) "Honel ess housi ng plan" neans the ten-year plan devel oped by
the county or other |ocal governnment to address housing for honel ess

persons.
(17) "Honeless housing strategic plan" neans the ten-year plan
devel oped by the departnent, in consultation with the interagency

council on honel essness and the affordabl e housi ng advi sory board.

(18) "Washington honeless client managenent information systent
means a database of information about honel ess individuals in the state
used to coordinate resources to assist honeless clients to obtain and
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retain housing and reach greater |levels of self-sufficiency or economc

i ndependence when appropriate, depending wupon their individua
situations.
(19) "Unsheltered honeless individual" neans an individual |iving

outside or in a building not intended for human habitation or in which
the individual has no legal right to occupy.

(20) "Unsheltered honeless housing plan® neans a local plan to
house all unsheltered honeless individuals as described in section 2 of

this act.
(21) "Shelter" neans any housing that a person has a legal right or

has received pernmssion to occupy and may include short-term
energency, interim or tenporary housing.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The code reviser shall alphabetize and
renunber the definitions in RCW43.185C. 010.

~-- END ---
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