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HOUSE BI LL 3306

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Wallace and Dunn

Read first time 01/30/08. Referred to Commttee on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to electronic learning at institutions of higher
education; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) Technol ogy has changed the breadth and
depth of educational opportunities available by providing access to
hi gher education through renote, off-canpus neans such as audi o, video,
and conputer technol ogies. These technol ogi cal advances have expanded
access to help neet the needs of all students, including those with
historically low levels of participation in higher education.
Technol ogy has enabl ed nontraditional students, many of whom work ful
time and have famly responsibilities, to access postsecondary
education on a schedule that accomopdates their I|ifestyle. The
legislature finds that distance Ilearning has expanded beyond
correspondence courses and other forns of off-site education to include
tel econferencing, online interactive | earning, and podcasti ng.

(2) Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to establish and
mai ntain a conprehensive set of best practices and standards of
accountability and quality for all electronic learning programs to
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gui de students and their famlies when maki ng course and program degree
sel ecti ons.

(3) The state board for comunity and technical colleges shal
convene a work group that includes representatives fromthe workforce
trai ning and education coordi nating board, the prosperity partnershinp,
the technology alliance, the Wshington online canpus of the state
board for community and technical colleges, a private career or
vocati onal school, a four-year public institution of higher education,
the council of faculty representatives, and a conmunity or technica
coll ege student to take the followng actions related to electronic
| ear ni ng:

(a) Review, and to the extent necessary, establish standards and
best practices regarding electronic learning and related support
services including advising, nmentoring, counseling, and tutoring;

(b) Recommend nethods to increase student access to electronic
| earning prograns of study and identify barriers to program of study
participation and conpl etion;

(c) Determne nmethods to increase the institutional supply and
quality of open course materials, with a focus on the OpenCourseWare
initiative at the Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy;

(d) Recommend nethods to increase the availability and use of
el ectroni c textbooks; and

(e) Review and report denographic information on electronic
| earni ng program of study enrollnments, retention, and conpl etions.

(4) The work group shall report its findings and recommendations to
the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2008.

(5) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section.

(a) "Electronic learning” nmeans a program of study in which
teachers and students are physically separated for a predom nant anount
of instructional contact hours.

(b) "Program of study"” neans a credit or noncredit class, degree,
or certificate program

~-- END ---
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