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HOUSE BI LL 3300

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Quall and Santos

Read first tine 01/29/08. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to examning the feasibility of wusing other
assessnments for federal school accountability purposes; and creating a
new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The state board of education shall
contract with an independent third party to examne the feasibility of
using nationally avail abl e assessnents, such as the lowa test of basic
skills or other simlar assessnents, in lieu of the Washington
assessnment of student learning for purposes of school and school
district accountability in grades three through eight under the federal
no child left behind act. The contractor shall objectively analyze:

(a) The steps the state would need to take to secure approval of
such an assessnent fromthe United States departnment of education for
purposes of federal accountability, including the extent that
Washi ngton's current standards, the Washington assessnent of student
| earni ng, and/or the national assessnment m ght require sone adjustnent;

(b) The short-termand | onger-termcosts and potential cost savings
of using such an assessnent, including costs to the state and to school
districts and including devel opnent and transition costs;
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(c) Potential advantages such as reduced testing tine, opportunity
to conpare results to other states, and other issues; and

(d) Any potential disadvantages or trade-offs.

(2) The contractor shall present findings and results of the
analysis to the state board of education, the governor, the
superintendent of public instruction, and the education conmttees of
the | egislature by Decenber 1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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