©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H 4984.1

HOUSE BI LL 3299

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Quall and Santos

Read first tine 01/29/08. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to mathematics graduation requirenents; anending
RCW 28A. 305. 215 and 28A. 230.090; creating a new section; and decl aring
an emnergency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that mathematics
education in Washington is in a state of flux. There is ongoing
di scussion about revisions to the mathematics academc |[|earning
standards, which drive both instruction and assessnent in nmathemati cs.
There is al so ongoi ng debate about the | evel and content of mathematics
that all high school students need to earn a diplom, including both
students who seek a four-year baccal aureate degree and those who seek
ot her equally val uabl e educati onal and career pathways. Furthernore,
a recent survey by the professional educator standards board found a
need for at |east four hundred fifty additional mathematics teachers if
a third credit of mathematics is required for graduation. Efforts to
recruit and train new teachers are underway, but wll take tinme to
produce a sufficient corps of teachers to neet demand. Therefore, the
| egislature finds that directing the state board of education
imrediately to add a third credit of mathematics to graduation
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requirenments is premature. Mre debate and di scussion is needed of the
short-term and long-term inplications on students and schools.
Fur t her nor e, the legislature finds that the inplications are
significant enough to warrant that the final decision be formally
approved by the legislature rather than being delegated to the state
board of educati on.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.305.215 and 2007 c¢c 396 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The activities in this section revise and strengthen the state
| earni ng standards that inplenent the goals of RCW 28A. 150.210, known
as the essential academ c |earning requirenments, and inprove alignnment
of school district curriculumto the standards.

(2) The state board of education shall be assisted in its work
under subsections (3) and (5) of this section by: (a) An expert
nati onal consultant in each of nmathematics and science retained by the
state board; and (b) the mathematics and science advisory panels
created under RCW 28A. 305.219, as appropriate, which shall provide
review and formal coment on proposed recommendations to the
superintendent of public instruction and the state board of education
on new revi sed standards and curricul a.

(3) By Septenber 30, 2007, the state board of education shall
recommend to the superintendent of public instruction revised essenti al
academc learning requirenents and grade |evel expectations in
mat hemati cs. The recommendati ons shall be based on:

(a) Considerations of clarity, rigor, content, depth, coherence
fromgrade to grade, specificity, accessibility, and neasurability;

(b) Study of:

(i) Standards used in countries whose students denonstrate high
performance on the trends in international mathematics and science
study and the programe for international student assessnent;

(1i) College readi ness standards;

(ti1) The national council of teachers of mathematics focal points
and the national assessnent of educational progress content franmeworKks;
and

(iv) Standards used by three to five other states, including
California, and the nation of Singapore; and
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(c) Consideration of information presented during public coment
peri ods.

(4) By January 31, 2008, the superintendent of public instruction
shall revise the essential academ c |earning requirenents and the grade
| evel expectations for mathematics and present the revised standards to
the state board of education and the education conmttees of the senate
and the house of representatives as required by RCW 28A. 655.070(4).
The superintendent shall adopt the revised essential academ c | earning
requi renents and grade | evel expectations unless otherw se directed by
the |l egislature during the 2008 | egi sl ative session.

(5) By June 30, 2008, the state board of education shall reconmend
to the superintendent of public instruction revised essential academc
| earning requirenents and grade |evel expectations in science. The
recommendati ons shall be based on:

(a) Considerations of clarity, rigor, content, depth, coherence
fromgrade to grade, specificity, accessibility, and neasurability;

(b) Study of standards used by three to five other states and in
countries whose students denonstrate high performance on the trends in
international mathematics and science study and the programme for
i nternational student assessnent; and

(c) Consideration of information presented during public coment
peri ods.

(6) By Decenmber 1, 2008, the superintendent of public instruction
shall revise the essential academ c |earning requirenents and the grade
| evel expectations for science and present the revised standards to the
state board of education and the education conmttees of the senate and
the house of representatives as required by RCW 28A. 655.070(4). The
superintendent shall adopt the revised essential academ c | earning
requi renents and grade | evel expectations unless otherw se directed by
the legislature during the 2009 | egislative session.

(7)(a) By May 15, 2008, the superintendent of public instruction
shall present to the state board of education recommendations for no
nmore than three basic mathematics curricula each for elenentary,
m ddl e, and hi gh school grade spans.

(b) By June 30, 2008, the state board of education shall provide
official comment and recommendations to the superintendent of public
instruction regarding the recommended mathematics curricula. The
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superintendent of public instruction shall nake any changes based on
the comment and recommendations fromthe state board of education and
adopt the recomended curricul a.

(c) By May 15, 2009, the superintendent of public instruction shal
present to the state board of education recomendations for no nore
than three basic science curricula each for elenentary, mddle, and
hi gh school grade spans.

(d) By June 30, 2009, the state board of education shall provide
official comment and recommendations to the superintendent of public
instruction regarding the recomended science curricula. The
superintendent of public instruction shall nake any changes based on
the comment and recommendations fromthe state board of education and
adopt the recommended curricul a.

(e) In selecting the recomended curricula under this subsection
(7), the superintendent of public instruction shall provide informtion
to the mathematics and science advisory panels created under RCW
28A. 305. 219, as appropriate, and seek the advice of the appropriate
panel regarding the «curricula that shall be included in the
recommendat i ons.

(f) The recommended curricul a under this subsection (7) shall align
with the revised essential academc learning requirenents and grade
| evel expectations. In addition to the recommended basic curricula
appropriate diagnostic and supplenental materials shall be identified
as necessary to support each curricul a.

(g) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose and availability
of the curricula, at |least one of the curricula in each grade span and
in each of mathematics and science shall be available to schools and
parents online at no cost to the school or parent.

(8) By ((DBeecenber—31—2006%)) January 1, 2009, the state board of
education shall ((+ewvise)) recommend whet her the high school graduation
requi rements under RCW 28A. 230.090 ((te)) should include a m ni nrum of
three credits of mthematics, one of which nmay be a career and
techni cal course equivalent in mathematics, and ((preseribe)) recomend
the mathematics content in ((the—three)) required credits. The
recommendations of the state board shall be forwarded to the governor
and the education conmttees of the legislature. After the effective
date of this section, any additional mathematics credits required for
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hi gh school graduation and any changes in the required content in those
credits shall take effect only if fornmally approved by the legislature
t hrough the ommi bus appropriations act or statute.

(9) Nothing in this section requires a school district to use one
of the recommended curricula under subsection (7) of this section
However, the statew de accountability plan adopted by the state board
of education under RCW 28A. 305.130 shall recomend conditions under
whi ch school districts should be required to use one of the recommended
curricula. The plan shall also describe the conditions for exception
to the curriculumrequirenent, such as the use of integrated acadenic
and career and technical education curriculum Requi red use of the
recommended curricula as an intervention strategy nust be authorized by
the legislature as required by RCW 28A 305.130(4)(e) before
i npl enent ati on.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.230.090 and 2006 c 114 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The state board of education shall establish high school
graduation requirenents or equivalencies for students, except those
equi val enci es established by local high schools or school districts
under RCW 28A. 230. 097, and except as provided in RCW 28A. 305.215(8).

(a) Any course in Washington state history and governnent used to
fulfill high school graduation requirenents shall consider including
information on the culture, history, and governnent of the Anmerican
| ndi an peopl es who were the first inhabitants of the state.

(b) The certificate of academ c achi evenent requirenents under RCW
28A.655.061 or the certificate of individual achievenent requirenents
under RCW 28A. 155.045 are required for graduation from a public high
school but are not the only requirenents for graduation.

(c) Any decision on whether a student has net the state board's
hi gh school graduation requirenents for a high school and beyond pl an
shall remain at the local |evel

(2) In recognition of the statutory authority of the state board of
education to establish and enforce mninmum high school graduation
requi renents, the state board shall periodically reevaluate the
graduation requirenments and shall report such findings to the
| egislature in a tinely manner as determ ned by the state board. The
state board shall reevaluate the graduation requirenents for students
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enrolled in vocationally intensive and rigorous career and technica
education prograns, particularly those prograns that l|lead to a
certificate or credential that is state or nationally recognized. The
pur pose of the evaluation is to ensure that students enrolled in these
prograns have sufficient opportunity to earn a certificate of academ c
achi evenent, conplete the programand earn the progranmis certificate or
credential, and conplete other state and | ocal graduation requirenents.
The board shall ((reports—freport})) report its findings and
recommendations for additional flexibility in graduation requirenents,
if necessary, to the legislature by Decenber 1, 2007.

(3) Pursuant to any requirenment for instruction in |anguages other
than English established by the state board of education or a | ocal
school district, or both, for purposes of high school graduation,
students who receive instruction in Anerican sign |anguage or one or
nore Anerican Indian | anguages shall be considered to have satisfied
the state or local school district graduation requirenent for
instruction in one or nore | anguages ot her than English.

(4) If requested by the student and his or her famly, a student
who has conpleted high school courses before attending high school
shal | be given high school credit which shall be applied to fulfilling
hi gh school graduation requirenents if:

(a) The course was taken with high school students, if the academc
| evel of the course exceeds the requirenments for seventh and eighth
grade classes, and the student has successfully passed by conpleting
the same course requirenments and exam nations as the high school
students enrolled in the class; or

(b) The academ c | evel of the course exceeds the requirenents for
seventh and ei ghth grade classes and the course would qualify for high
school credit, because the course is simlar or equivalent to a course
offered at a high school in the district as determ ned by the schoo
district board of directors.

(5) Students who have taken and successfully conpl eted high school
courses under the circunstances in subsection (4) of this section shal
not be required to take an additional conpetency exam nation or perform
any ot her additional assignnment to receive credit.

(6) At the college or wuniversity level, five quarter or three
senester hours equals one high school credit.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---

or the immediate
or support of the
and takes effect
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