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HOUSE BI LL 3277

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Kretz, WIlianms, and MCune

Read first time 01/28/08. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Rel ating to addressing shortages of health care specialists
in rural areas; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) A 1990 study of the shortage of trained health care specialists
confirmed that there is a need for health care professionals wth
mul tiple skills in rural areas;

(b) Low patient volumes in rural hospitals and primary care clinics
continue to make it financially difficult to hire and retain separate
individuals with skills from each of these health care specialist
professions. The result is that patients continue to be forced to seek
health care in urban areas because the care cannot be provided |ocally;
and

(c) Sone limted cross-credentialing of health care specialists,
i ncludi ng health care assistants, radiologic technologists, respiratory
t herapi sts, and pharmacy and |aboratory technologists, wthout a
reduction in the quality of health care provided by such individuals,
continues to be desirable in rural areas where shortages in health care
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prof essionals exist. In addition, expansion of the health care
services that may be delegated to these health care specialists also
woul d i ncrease access to health care in rural areas.

(2) The departnent of health, in consultation with the board of
health, the higher education coordinating board, representatives of
rural hospitals and rural primary health care clinics, and other
appropriate entities selected by the departnent of health, shall:

(a) Update the study conducted by the departnment of health in 1990
on nethods to create opportunities for devel opi ng a pool of individuals
who are cross-trained in the specialty services provided by health care
assistants, radiologic technologists, respiratory therapists, and
phar macy and | aboratory technol ogi sts; and

(b) Assess the potential for inproving rural health care if
additional authority is granted for licensed health care professionals
to delegate the provision of health care services to health care
speci al i sts.

(3) The departnment of health shall

(a) Assess the need in rural areas for health care specialists with
mul tiple skills;

(b) Assess the need in rural areas for licensed health care
professionals to have additional authority to del egate the provision of
health care services to health care specialists;

(c) Determne the barriers to cross-credentialing health care
specialists with multiple skills w thout reducing the quality of health
care;

(d) Exam ne current training, education, and state credentialing
requi renents for each of the affected professions;

(e) Identify what training and educational requirenents are needed
to allow for the nedical practice of individuals wwth nultiple skills;

(f) Develop recomrendations on changes in current credentialing
requirenents to allow for credentialing of individuals with nultiple
skills; and

(g) Develop recommendations on the rural areas of the state in
which the practice of either <cross-credentialed individuals or
expansi on of del egation authority, or both should be all owed.

(4) The departnent of health shall report to the appropriate
commttees of the senate and house of representatives by Decenber 1,
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1 2008, on changes necessary in current credentialing requirenents to
2 acconplish its recommendati ons.

~-- END ---
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