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HOUSE BI LL 3196

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Pettigrew, H nkle, Sullivan, Priest, Seaquist,
Hal er, Kirby, Mrrell, Hudgins, Mlintire, Santos, Eddy, Meller, and
Sells

Read first time 01/ 24/08. Referred to Commttee on Health Care &
VWl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to the joint select conmttee on sickle cell
di sease; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that sickle cell

disease is a I|ifelong hereditary red blood cell disorder that
predom nantly affects African-Anericans. The disease can cause a
lifetime of severe nedical conplications that require painful and
expensi ve treatnent. The legislature further finds that Washington

state screens newborn infants for sickle cell disease at birth but that
this information is not adequately comuni cated between peopl e who may
not have the di sease, but carry the genetic trait for it. Wile there
is no cure for sickle cell disease, the legislature finds that the pain
and suffering it causes may be controlled with better education,
di agnosi s, and treatnent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The joint select conmttee on sickle cell
di sease is created. The commttee consists of two nenbers of each
caucus of the senate appointed by the president of the senate, and two
menbers of each caucus of the house of representatives appointed by the

p. 1 HB 3196



0 N O O A WDN PP

speaker of the house of representatives. The commttee shall review
current practices for screening, diagnosis, treatnent, and education
about sickle cell disease in Washington state. The commttee shall
also review issues related to access to appropriate treatnent,
di ssem nation of information related to the disease and famly risk

i nsurance coverage for treatnent, and norbidity and nortality rates.
The comm ttee shall nmake recommendations to the |egislature by Decenber
1, 2008.

~-- END ---
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