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HOUSE BI LL 3167

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hunt, Canpbel I, Hudgi ns, Di cker son, Chase,
WIllianms, and MciIntire

Read first tinme 01/23/08. Referred to Comrittee on Select Committee
on Environnental Heal th.

AN ACT Relating to evaluating environnmental health conditions in
state office buildings; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the indoor
environnental quality of the office setting is of grow ng concern due
to the potential health effects of an increasing nunber of chemcals
found in today's office environnment, biological contam nants, and the
trend toward |l ess fresh air exchange to facilitate energy conservati on.
| ndoor contam nants may i ncl ude: Radon, asbestos, volatile organic
chem cal s; conbustion byproducts including carbon nonoxide, nitrogen
oxi des and carbon di oxide; netals and gases including | ead, chlorine,

and ozone; respirable particles, and other contam nants. In sone
ci rcunst ances, exposure to these substances nay cause adverse health
ef fects, i ncl udi ng respiratory illnesses, mul tiple chem ca

sensitivities, skin and eye irritations, headaches, and other related
synpt ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) To help ensure that energing and
existing solutions to mnimze the potential for adverse health effects
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are taken into consideration for the construction, renodeling,
occupancy, and ongoing mnaintenance of state office buildings, the
departnment of health shall convene and chair a work group to study
approaches and techniques that are effective at mnimzing the
potential for adverse environnental health effects on occupants of
state office buildings.

(2) The secretary of health shall establish the work group and

i ncl ude representatives from The depart nent of gener al
adm nistration; the departnent of Iabor and industries; the state
bui | di ng code council; agency representatives of small, md-size, and

large facilities; state enployee unions; industry representatives; and
ot her stakehol ders as deened appropriate by the departnment of health.
(3) The work group shall make recomendations to the |egislature on
practical and cost-effective opportunities to mnimze the potential
for adverse environnental health effects on building occupants of
state-owned and |leased office buildings related to building
construction, renodeling, occupancy, and ongoing naintenance. The
definition of "state office building” includes workplace settings such
as office building cafeterias, copy roons, public school chemstry
cl assroons and |aboratories, workout roons, restroons, teachers

| ounges, snack areas, lunchroons, and simlar work places where
bui | di ng occupants have routi ne access.
(4) In carrying out its assignnment, the work group shall include,

but not be limted to, the followng indoor environmental quality
consi derati ons:

(a) Regulatory and research information

(i) State and local building codes conpared to the industry
st andard;

(11) Agency policies and procedures;

(ii1) Research findings; and

(iv) Mnitoring data.

(b) Contam nants and contam nant sources:

(i) Biological, chem cal, and inorganic contam nants;

(it) Mold and m | dew,

(ti1) Construction materials;

(1v) Paint;

(v) Floor, ceiling, and wall coverings;

(vi) Adhesives and seal ants;
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(vii) deaning products and disinfectants;

(viii) Appliances;

(i x) Snmoke and conbusti on;

(x) I'ndoor pesticides and fertilizers;

(xi) Fragrances; and

(xi1) Synergistic effects.

(c) Physical factors;

(1) Tenperature and relative humdity conditions;

(1i) Lighting |evels;

(1i1) Noise |levels;

(tv) Wite noise intended to danpen voices, echoes, and
distractions in interior spaces;

(v) Vibrations;

(vi) Surface absorption of air pollutants;

(viit) Individual work space proximty to copy and printing
machi nes;

(viii) Ergonom c conditions;

(1 x) The design of the work place environnment and its potential to
exacerbate job-rel ated psychol ogi cal -social health stressors, both at
the macro and individual work space |evel

(x) Electromagnetic fields; and

(xi) Paths of travel.

(d) Mtigation neasures:

(1) Fresh air exchange;

(i) Air filter quality and replacenment frequency;

(tit) Ability of the enployee to control individual work station
tenperature, |lighting, air flow, and to turn off and on office
equi pnent and conputers;

(1v) deaning nethods;

(v) COccupant education in indoor environnental quality policies;

(vi) Designated cleaner air roons; and

(vii) Clean air synbol and conditions of use | abeling.

(e) Cost.

(5) Recommendations may include statutory or regulatory changes,
i ncentives, and other approaches. Recommendations nust be presented in
a report to the governor and to the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2008.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnment of health shall conduct
a study of at least two state-owned office buildings and at | east one
privately owned office building leased by the state in the dynpia
area. The purpose of the study is to neasure and nonitor air, water,
and general building conditions as they relate to environnental hazards
t hat negatively inpact working conditions.

(2) The departnment of health shall test drinking water in all state
office buildings to ensure that drinking water is of drinkable quality
and taste. State agencies may only purchase bottled water if the
drinking water in their facilities is, according to the departnent of
heal t h, not satisfactory for drinking.

(3) Savings fromthe reduced purchase of bottled drinking water by
state agencies nust be directed toward funding this act.

~-- END ---
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