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HOUSE BI LL 3141

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Liias, Chase, Ericks, Looms, Rolfes, MIloscia,
Upt hegrove, Appl eton, Di ckerson, Kenney, and O nshy

Read first time 01/23/08. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to sustainable residential weatherization for
| ow-i ncome househol ds; anending RCW 70.164.020, 70.164.040, and
43. 330. 110; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 70.164.020 and 1995 ¢ 399 s 199 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Departnent"” mneans the departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Energy assessnent” neans an analysis of a dwelling unit to
determ ne the need for cost-effective energy conservati on neasures as
determ ned by the departnent.

(3) "Househol d" neans an individual or group of individuals |iving
in adwelling unit as defined by the departnent.

(4) "Low incone" neans household incone that is at or bel ow one
hundred twenty-five percent of the federally established poverty |evel .
or as determ ned by the departnent.
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(5 "Nonutility sponsor” neans any sponsor other than a public
service conpany, nmunicipality, public wutility district, nutual or
cooperative, furnishing gas or electricity used to heat |owinconme
resi dences.

(6) "Residence" neans a dwelling unit as defined by the departnent.

(7) "Sponsor" means any entity that submts a proposal under RCW
70.164. 040, including but not limted to any |ocal community action
agency, community service agency, or any other participating agency or
any public service conpany, nunicipality, public utility district,
mut ual or cooperative, or any conbination of such entities that jointly
submts a proposal

(8) "Sponsor match" neans the share, if any, of the cost of
weat heri zation to be paid by the sponsor.

(9) "Sustainable residential weatherization" or "weatherization"”
means materials or neasures, and their installation or application,
((that)) including related repair representing advanced sustainable
technologies, to the extent feasible, that are used to inprove the
thermal efficiency of a residence and the health and safety of
residents.

(10) "Weat herizing agency” nmeans any approved departnent grantee or
any public service conpany, nunicipality, public utility district,
mut ual or cooperative, or other entity that bears the responsibility
for ensuring the performance of weatherization of residences under this
chapter and has been approved by the departnent.

Sec. 2. RCW 70. 164. 040 and 1987 ¢ 36 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall solicit proposals for |owincone
weat heri zation progranms from potential sponsors. A proposal shal
state the anobunt of the sponsor match, the anobunt requested from the
| ow-i ncome weatherization assistance account, the nanme of the
weat herizing agency, and any other information required by the
depart nent.

(2)(a) A sponsor may use its own noneys, including corporate or
rat epayer noneys, or noneys provided by | andlords, charitable groups,
governnment progranms, the Bonneville Power Admnistration, or other
sources to pay the sponsor match.
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(b) Moneys provided by a sponsor pursuant to requirenments in this
section shall be in addition to and shall not supplant any funding for
| ow-i ncome weat herization that would otherw se have been provided by
t he sponsor or any other entity enunerated in (a) of this subsection.

(c) No proposal may require any contribution as a condition of
weat heri zation from any househol d whose residence is weatherized under
t he proposal .

(d) Proposals shall provide that full levels of all cost-effective,
structurally f easi bl e, sust ai nabl e resi denti al weat heri zati on
materials, neasures, practices, and related repair, as determ ned by
the departnent, shall be installed and enployed when a |owincone
residence is weatheri zed.

(3)(a) The departnment nmay in its discretion accept, accept in part,
or reject proposals submtted. The departnment shall allocate funds
appropriated from the |owincone weatherization assistance account
anong proposals accepted or accepted in part so as to:.

(i) Achieve the greatest possible expected nonetary and energy
savings by |owincone households and other energy consuners ((and))
over the greatest period of tine;

(ii) Pronote the greatest possible health and safety inprovenents
for residents of |owinconme households; and

(iii) lLeverage, to the extent feasible, technologically advanced
and environnentally friendly sustainable technologies, practices, and
desi gns.

(b) The departnent shall, to the extent feasible, ensure a bal ance
of participation in proportion to population anong |owincone
househol ds for: ((€&))) (i) Ceographic regions in the state; (({b)}))
(ii) types of fuel used for heating, except that the departnent shal
encourage the wutilization of fuels representing energy efficient
sustainable technologies; ((fe}y)) (iii) owner-occupied and rental
residences; and ((&&))) (iv) single-famly and nultifamly dwellings.

(c) The departnent nmay allocate funds to a nonutility sponsor
w thout requiring a sponsor match if the departnent determ nes that
such an allocation is necessary to provide the greatest benefits to
| ow-i nconme residents of the state.

(4)(a) A sponsor nmay elect to: (i) Pay a sponsor match as a | unmp
sumat the tinme of weatherization, or (ii) nake yearly paynents to the
| ow-i ncome weatherization assistance account over a period not to
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exceed ten years. |f a sponsor elects to nmake yearly paynents, the
val ue of the paynents shall not be |less than the value of the |unp sum
paynment that woul d have been made under (i) of this subsection.

(b) The departnment may permt a sponsor to neet its match
requi renment in whole or in part through providing |abor, materials, or
ot her in-kind expenditures.

(5) The departnment shall adopt rules to carry out this section.

Sec. 3. RCW 43.330.110 and 1993 c¢c 280 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall mintain an active effort to help
communities, famlies, and individuals build and maintain capacity to
meet housing needs in Wshington state. The departnent shal

facilitate partnerships anong the many entities related to housing
issues and |everage a variety of resources and services to produce
conprehensi ve, cost-effective, and innovative housing sol utions.

(2) The departnent shall assist in the production, devel opnent,
rehabilitation, and operation of owner-occupied or rental housing for
very low, |ow, and noderate-incone persons; operate prograns to assi st
home ownership, offer housing services, and provide energency,
transitional, and special needs housing services; and qualify as a
participating state agency for all progranms of the federal departnent
of housing and urban devel opnent or its successor. The depart nent
shall devel op or assist |ocal governments in devel opi ng housing pl ans
required by the state or federal governnent.

(3) The departnment shall coordinate and admnister energy
assi stance and residential energy conservation and rehabilitation
prograns of the federal and state governnment through nonprofit
organi zati ons, |ocal governnents, and housing authorities.

(4) Through all of its housing prograns, the departnent shall
continually strive to be a state leader in pronoting and utilizing
technologically advanced and environnentally friendly sustainable
technol ogi es, practices, and designs.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If any part of this act is found to be in
conflict wwth federal requirenents that are a prescribed condition to
the allocation of federal funds to the state, the conflicting part of
this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict and with
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respect to the agencies directly affected, and this finding does not

af fect the operation of the remainder of this act

inits application to

t he agencies concerned. Rules adopted under this act nust neet federa
requirenents that are a necessary condition to the receipt of federa

funds by the state.

~-- END ---

HB 3141



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.

