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HOUSE BI LL 3129

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Schm ck, Anderson, Quall, Sinpson, and O nshy

Read first tine 01/22/08. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to support for online learning for high school
students to earn college credit; anendi ng RCW 28A. 600. 320; addi ng a new
section to chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that student interest
and participation in online learning continues to grow. At the sane
time, the legislature, business comunity, and public are encouragi ng
addi tional programs for high school students to earn college credits.
Fortunately for students attending schools in rural areas, the two
trends can be conbined to provide | earning opportunities that are both
rigorous and accessible, and in sonme cases available free to the
st udent . In 2006-07, nore than four thousand five hundred students
were able to take an online college course through the running start
program which the community and technical college system nmakes
accessi bl e statew de through its Washi ngtonOnline consortium A nore
concerted effort is needed to make schools and students aware of these
opportunities.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
conpile information about online learning prograns for high school
students to earn college credit and place the information prom nently
on its web site. The web site shall include assistance and gui dance
for students, teachers, and counselors in selecting and considering
online learning prograns. The office shall use the expertise of the
digital |earning conmmons and Washi ngtonOnline to provide assi stance and
suggest resources.

(2) High schools shall ensure that teachers and counselors have
i nformati on about online | earning prograns for high school students to
earn college credit and are able to assist parents and students in
accessing the information. Hi gh schools shall ensure that parents and
students have opportunities to learn about online |earning prograns
under this section.

(3) For the purposes of this section, online | earning prograns for
hi gh school students to earn college credit include such prograns as
the running start program under RCW 28A. 600. 300 through 28A.600. 400,
the digital Ilearning commons, University of Wshington extension,
Washi ngt onOnl i ne, and ot her prograns and providers.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.600.320 and 1994 c 205 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A school district shall provide general information about the
programto all pupils in grades ten, eleven, and twelve and the parents
and guardians of those pupils, including infornmation about the
opportunity to enroll in the programthrough online courses available
at community and technical colleges and other state institutions of
hi gher education. To assist the district in planning, a pupil shal
informthe district of the pupil's intent to enroll in courses at an
institution of higher education for credit. Students are responsible
for applying for adm ssion to the institution of higher education.

~-- END ---

HB 3129 p. 2



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.

