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HOUSE BI LL 3042

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Roach, MCune, and Hal er

Read first tine 01/21/08. Referred to Commttee on State Governnent
& Tribal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to violation of laws pertaining to the use of
public resources for political canpaigns; anmending RCW 42.17.130 and
42.52.520; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.130 and 2006 ¢ 215 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No elective official nor any enployee of his ((fer—her})) or
her office nor any person appointed to or enployed by any public office
or agency nmay use or authorize the use of any of the facilities of a
public office or agency, directly or indirectly, for the purpose of
assisting a canpaign for election of any person to any office or for

the pronotion of or opposition to any ballot proposition. Know ng
acqui escence by a person wth authority to direct, control, or

influence the actions of the state officer or state enployee using
public resources in violation of this section constitutes a violation
of this section. Facilities of a public office or agency include, but
are not |imted to, wuse of stationery, postage, nmachines, and
equi pnrent, use of enployees of the office or agency during working
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hours, vehicles, office space, publications of the office or agency,
and clientele lists of persons served by the office or agency.
However, this does not apply to the follow ng activities:

((5)) (a) Action taken at an open public neeting by nenbers of an

el ected | egislative body or by an el ected board, council, or comm ssion
of a special purpose district including, but not limted to, fire
districts, public hospital districts, [ibrary districts, par k

districts, port districts, public utility districts, school districts,
sewer districts, and water districts, to express a collective decision,
or to actually vote upon a notion, proposal, resolution, order, or
ordi nance, or to support or oppose a ballot proposition so long as
((())) () any required notice of the neeting includes the title and
nunber of the ballot proposition, and ((&8»)) (i) nenbers of the
| egi sl ati ve body, nenbers of the board, council, or comm ssion of the
speci al purpose district, or nenbers of the public are afforded an
approxi matel y equal opportunity for the expression of an opposing view,

((21)) (b) A statenent by an elected official in support of or in
opposition to any ballot proposition at an open press conference or in
response to a specific inquiry; and

((63))) (c) Activities which are part of the normal and regul ar
conduct of the office or agency.

(2) A violation of this section by an elected official shall be
considered nmlfeasance of office and, therefore, subject to recal
action.

Sec. 2. RCW 42.52.520 and 1994 c 154 s 222 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A violation of this chapter or rules adopted under it is
grounds for disciplinary action. A violation of RCW42.52.180 by the
head of an agency or a state enployee who is exenpt fromcivil service
is cause for dism ssal

(2) The procedures for any such action shall correspond to those
applicable for disciplinary action for enployee m sconduct generally;
for those state officers and state enpl oyees not specifically exenpted
in chapter 41.06 RCW the rules set forth in chapter 41.06 RCW shal
apply. Any action against the state officer or state enpl oyee shall be
subject to judicial review to the extent provided by law for
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disciplinary action for msconduct of
enpl oyees of the sane category and grade.
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