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HOUSE BI LL 2997

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative Anderson

Read first time 01/21/08. Referred to Commttee on H gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to higher education accountability; anmending RCW
43. 41. 400, 28B. 76.310, and 28B. 76.270; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

PART 1
DATA COLLECTI ON AND COORDI NATI ON

Sec. 101. RCW 43.41.400 and 2007 c 401 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) An education data center shall be established in the office of
financi al managenent. The education data center shall jointly, wth
t he | egi sl ative ((education  [evaluation])) eval uation and
accountability program commttee, conduct collaborative analyses of
early learning, K-12, and higher education prograns and education
i ssues across the P-20 system which includes the departnent of early
| earni ng, the superintendent of public instruction, the professiona
educat or standards board, the state board of education, the state board
for community and technical colleges, the workforce training and
educati on coordi nati ng board, the higher education coordi nating board,
public and private nonprofit four-year institutions of higher
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education, and the enpl oynent security departnent. The education data
center shall conduct coll aborative anal yses under this section with the
| egi sl ative eval uation and accountability programconmttee and provide
data electronically to the legislative evaluation and accountability
program commttee, to the extent permtted by state and federal
confidentiality requirenents. The education data center shall be
considered an authorized representative of the state educational
agencies in this section under applicable federal and state statutes
for purposes of accessing and conpiling student record data for
resear ch purposes.

(2) The education data center shall

(a) Coordinate with other state education agencies to conpile and
anal yze education data, including data on student denographics that is
di saggregated by distinct ethnic categories within racial subgroups,
and conpl ete P-20 research projects;

(b) Inplenent a common student identification nunber used within K-
12 and higher education to track outcones wthin all of higher
education and between K-12 and hi gher educati on;

(c) Coll aborate with the |egislative evaluation and accountability
program conmttee and the education and fiscal commttees of the
legislature in identifying the data to be conpiled and analyzed to
ensure that |legislative interests are served,

((€e))) (d) Track and report enroll nent and outcones either through
the public centralized higher education enrollnent system or other
neans that includes, but is not limted to:

(1) Application acceptance rates;

(ii) Entrance placenent exani nation scores;

(iii) Programspecific acceptance rates;

(iv) Financial aid awards per student including |oans;

(v) Freshman-to-sophonore student retention rates;

(vi) Four, five, and six-year graduation rates;

(vii) Average tine to degree; and

(viii) Enploynent rates in general fields of study;

((€))) (e) Assist other state educati onal agencies' collaborative
efforts to develop a long-range enrollnment plan for higher education
including estimtes to neet denographi c and wor kf orce needs; and

((€e))) (f) Provide research that focuses on student transitions
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wi thin and anong the early learning, K-12, and hi gher education sectors
in the P-20 system

(3) The departnent of early learning, superintendent of public
i nstruction, professional educator standards board, state board of
education, state board for community and technical coll eges, workforce
training and education coordinating boar d, hi gher educati on
coordi nati ng board, public four-year institutions of higher education,
and enpl oynent security departnment shall work with the education data
center to devel op data-sharing and research agreenents, consistent with
applicable security and confidentiality requirenents, to facilitate the
work of the center. Private, nonprofit institutions of higher
education that provide prograns of education beyond the high school
| evel |leading at |east to the baccal aureate degree and are accredited
by the Northwest association of schools and colleges or their peer
accreditation bodies my also develop data-sharing and research
agreenents wth the education data center, consistent with applicable
security and confidentiality requirenments. The education data center
shal | make data from col | aborative anal yses avail able to the education
agencies and institutions that contribute data to the education data
center to the extent allowed by federal and state security and
confidentiality requirements applicable to the data of each
contributing agency or institution.

PART 2
COST ACCOUNTI NG

Sec. 201. RCW 28B. 76.310 and 2004 c 275 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The board, in consultation wth the house of representatives
and senate comm ttees responsi ble for higher education, the respective
fiscal commttees of the house of representatives and senate, the
office of financial managenent, the state board for community and
technical colleges, and the state institutions of higher education,
shal | devel op standardi zed nethods and protocols for neasuring the
direct and indirect undergraduate and graduate educational costs for
the state universities, regional universities, and conmunity coll eges,
including but not limted to ((the—costs—of—tnstruetion—costs—teo
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(a) Cost per enrolled undergraduate and graduate student:;

(b) Cost per undergraduate and graduate degree;

(c) Cost per degree by field of study;

(d) Precollege renediation costs;

(e) Al financial aid and institutional aid per student;

(f) Average faculty, admnistrator, and classified staff salaries
i ncluding those funded by state noneys and noneys from other sources;

(g) Percentage of budget spent on faculty, admnistration, and
staff; and

(h) Cost per student for support services.

(2) ((By
regtlhar)) Beqgi nning Decenber 1, 2008, and every two years thereafter,
the board shall submt cost study reports intended to neet the

i nformati on needs of the governor's office and the |egislature and the
requi renments of RCW 28B. 76. 300 ( ( anrd—submt—theproposed—schedule)) to
the higher education and fiscal commttees of the house of
representatives and the senate for their review.

(3) The institutions of higher education shall participate in the
devel opment of cost study nmethods and shall provide all necessary data
in atinely fashion consistent with the board's reporting requirenents
and consistent with the protocols devel oped.

PART 3
EFFECTI VENESS

Sec. 301. RCW28B. 76.270 and 2004 c 275 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The board shall establish an accountability nonitoring and
reporting systemas part of a continuing effort to make neani ngful and
substantial progress towards the achi evenent of |ong-term perfornmance
goal s in higher education.

(2) Based on guidelines prepared by the board, each four-year
institution and the state board for community and technical colleges
shall submt a biennial plan to achieve neasurable and specific
i nprovenents each academ c year on statewi de and institution-specific
performance neasures. Plans shall be submtted to the board along with
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t he bi enni al budget requests fromthe institutions and the state board
for coomunity and technical colleges. Performnce neasures established
for the community and technical colleges shall reflect the role and
m ssion of the coll eges.

(3) The board shall approve biennial performance targets for each
four-year institution and for the community and technical college
system and shall review actual achievenents annually. The state board
for community and technical colleges shall set biennial perfornmance
targets for each college or district, where appropriate.

(4) The board shall submt a report on progress towards the
statew de goals, with recomendati ons for the ensuing biennium to the
fiscal and higher education commttees of the l|legislature along with
the board' s biennial budget reconmendati ons.

(5) The board, in collaboration with the four-year institutions and
the state board for comunity and technical col | eges, shall
periodically review and update the accountability nonitoring and
reporting system

(6) The board shall devel op neasurabl e indicators and benchnarks
for its own performance regarding cost, quantity, ((guaHHtys)) and
tinmeliness and including the performance of committees and advisory
groups convened wunder this chapter to acconplish such tasks as
inproving transfer and articulation, inproving articulation with the K-
12 education system neasuring educational costs, or devel oping data

prot ocol s. The board shall submt its accountability plan to the
| egislature concurrently with the biennial report on institution
progr ess.

(7)(a) The board shall develop a consuner report card that provides
data for educational consuners to assess educational quality. The data
shall focus on the nature of the l|learning environnent at public
institutions of higher education including, but not limted to:

(i) Al data collected under RCW 43.41.400(2) (d);

(ii) Measures of student and faculty engagenent including, but not
limted to, percentage of lower division classes taught by full-tinme
faculty, average teaching |oad by discipline, and class size;

(iii) Instructor qualifications;

(iv) Teaching and |l earning assessnent practices;

(v) Faculty availability and enploynent status; and
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(vi) Oher institutional resources such as research, athletics, and
student services avail abl e.

(b) Freshman and  seniors at t endi ng public baccal aur eat e
degree-granting institutions at least half tine shall be assessed on
the scores on the collegiate learning assessnent or college |evel
exam nation program tests. Freshman and senior scores shall be
included in the report card.

(c) The consuner report card shall be submtted to the higher
education and fiscal commttees of the house of representatives and
senate, and nmde available for the public by Decenber 15, 2009, and
every two years thereafter.

PART 4
M SCELLANEQUS

NEW SECTION. Sec. 401. Part headings and captions used in this
act are not any part of the |aw

--- END ---
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