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HOUSE BI LL 2994

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Takko, Crouse, Hasegawa, VanDeWge, Roberts,
Hanki ns, and Hal er

Read first time 01/21/08. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to pronoting renewable energy in Wshington; and
adding a new chapter to Title 80 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that the
potential for neeting future energy needs and pronoting energy
i ndependence in the state and the Pacific Northwest region through the
generation of electricity fromrenewable energy facilities may not be
realized wi t hout i ncentives to consuner - owned utilities.
Not-for-profit entities, including consunmer-owned utilities, are not
eligible for federal tax credits available to for-profit owners of
renewabl e energy projects. Al t hough the federal governnent offers
incentives to certain not-for-profit entities wunder the federal
renewabl e energy production incentive program there are insufficient
funds to fully realize the potential benefit of this incentive for
public power systens and other not-for-profit utilities. G ven the
enphasis and recognized need for renewable energy resources under
chapter 1, Laws of 2007 and other state |laws, the legislature therefore
finds and declares that incentives by state governnment to pronote the
use of renewabl e resources woul d be of great benefit to the citizens of
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this state by encouraging a reliable and diverse supply of energy based
upon renewable energy resources, by providing economc benefits for
Washi ngton citizens by creating high-quality jobs, and by positioning
Washi ngton state as a national |eader in renewabl e energy technol ogi es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definition in this section applies
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

"Qualified renewable energy facility" nmeans a qualified renewabl e
energy facility that is eligible for the renewabl e energy production
i ncentive under 42 U S.C. Sec. 13317 as of January 3, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The state shall make paynents to the owner
of any qualified renewable energy facility as provi ded under section 4
of this act. The paynents nust be nmade for a period not to exceed ten
fiscal years.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) Paynents nade by the state under this
chapter to the owner of any qualified renewable energy facility nust be
based on the nunber of kilowatt hours of electricity generated by the
facility during the paynent period referred to under section 3 of this
act. For any facility, the anmpbunt of such a paynent is one and one-
hal f cents per kilowatt hour adjusted for inflation as provided under
42 U. S.C. Sec. 13317 as of January 3, 2005.

(2) If funds are received from the federal governnment under 42
US C Sec. 13317 as of January 3, 2005, for an eligible facility
applicable to a specified tinme period, then that anount nust be repaid
by the recipient to the state, without interest, up to a nmaxi mum of the
anount received from the state for that project for the sane tine
period, to further create incentives for additional renewable energy
facilities.

(3) The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent,
after consultation with the owner of a renewabl e energy project, shal
determine the eligibility of such a project for paynents under this
chapter, provided that the federal governnent determ nation of
eligibility of any project for the renewable energy production
incentive under 42 U S. C. Sec. 13317 as of January 3, 2005, 1is
conclusive as to eligibility for state incentives under this chapter.

HB 2994 p. 2



A W DN P

\‘

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. This act my be known and cited as the
renewabl e energy incentive act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 80 RCW

~-- END ---
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