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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2937

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Health Care & Wllness (originally sponsored by
Representatives Meller, Mrrell, Schual -Berke, and Chase; by request
of Department of Social and Health Services)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 04/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to vul nerable adult fatality review, and addi ng a
new section to chapter 74.34 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment may conduct a vulnerable adult fatality review
in the event of a death of a vul nerable adult when the departnent has
reason to believe that the death of the vulnerable adult may be rel ated
to the abuse, abandonnent, exploitation, or neglect of the vul nerable
adult, or may be related to the vulnerable adult's self-neglect, and
t he vul nerabl e adult was:

(a) Receiving honme and community-based services in his or her own
honme, described under chapters 74.39 and 74. 39A RCWw thin sixty days
precedi ng his or her death; or

(b) Living in his or her own hone and was the subject of a report
under chapter 74.34 RCWreceived by the departnment wthin twelve nonths
precedi ng his or her death.

(2) When conducting a vulnerable adult fatality review of a person
who had been receiving hospice care services before the person's death,
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the review shall provide particular consideration to the simlarities
between the signs and synptons of abuse and those of nmany patients
recei ving hospice care services.

(3) Al files, reports, records, communi cations, and working papers
used or devel oped for purposes of a fatality review are confidentia
and not subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 74. 34. 095.

(4) The departnment nmay adopt rules to inplenent this section.

~-- END ---
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