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H 5197.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2903

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Judiciary (originally sponsored by Representatives Lantz,
Rodne, M Coy, Wallace, Meller, WIllianms, O Brien, and Goodnan)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to providing equal access to courts for persons
with disabilities; and adding a new section to chapter 2.56 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 2.56 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Washington state courts are required by chapter 49.60 RCW the
| aw agai nst discrimnation, and by 42 U S C Sec. 12101 et seq., the
Americans with disabilities act, to provide equal access to persons
wth disabilities. To assist the courts to conply with these |aws, the
adm nistrative office of the courts shall, subject to the availability
of funds appropriated for this purpose, create the position of court
access and accommodati ons coor di nat or.

(2) The coordi nator shall

(a) Review the needs of courts statewide for training and other
assi stance required to provide access and acconmmopdation for persons
with disabilities;

(b) Provide guidance and assi stance upon request;

(c) ldentify appropriate assistive devices and establish a system
to inprove courts' access to such devices.
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(3) In carrying out the duties under this section, the coordinator
shall consult with persons with disabilities, and shall facilitate
conmmuni cati on between the adm nistrative office of the courts and such
persons and their representative groups.

--- END ---
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