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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2899

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Darneill e, Santos, Roberts, WIlianms, Geen, Kagi, Sinpson, and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 11/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to adult literacy education; adding new sections to
chapter 28B.50 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that it is in the
state's best interest to pronbote and provide adult literacy education.
In order to reach all of those in need of literacy instruction, the
| egislature finds that it is necessary to better understand adult
literacy needs and available resources, and to nore effectively
advertise and pronote adult literacy-rel ated services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Wishington state institute for
public policy shall study and, no |ater than Decenber 1, 2008, report
on the status of adult Iliteracy education to the governor, the
appropriate policy commttees of the |legislature, and the state board
for community and techni cal coll eges.

(2) The study shall include:

(a) Areview of literacy rates nationally, in Washington, and in
Washi ngt on counti es;
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(b) A review of research literature on adult literacy, including
literature focused on adult basic education, English | anguage | earners,
and individuals with diagnosed and undi agnosed | earning disabilities;

(c) A description of literacy-related services provided by
Washi ngton state agencies and community-based organizations in the
state; and

(d) Analysis of data from WAashi ngton state agencies and conmunity-
based organizations in the state regarding literacy |evels and other
client and student characteristics.

(3) Data and popul ations to be studied include:

(a) dients served by the departnent of social and health services;

(b) Students enrolled in the state's common school s;

(c) Students at the state's community and technical coll eges;

(d) Incarcerated individuals and others under the supervision of
t he departnent of corrections; and

(e) Ohers as identified through the research process.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The state board for conmmunity and techni cal
col l eges shall conduct a nedia canpaign to increase public awareness
about the availability of adult, famly, and workforce Iliteracy
services and resources, as well as the benefits from literacy which
result, to the individual, the famly, the community, and the workforce
in the state. This canpaign may include, but is not limted to, nedia
such as the internet, television, radio, newspapers, books, and
magazi nes. The state board for conmmunity and technical colleges may
subcontract all or part of the activities associated with the nedia
canpaign to qualified private nonprofit organi zations.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Following receipt of the report prepared by
the Washington state institute for public policy in accordance wth
section 2 of this act, the state board for comunity and technica
coll eges shall coordinate and convene a one-day summt wth the
principal goal of informng the public, adult literacy instructiona
personnel, and |l ocal, state, and community | eaders about the status of
adult literacy and adult Iliteracy education as reported by the
institute. The state board for comrunity and technical colleges my
subcontract all or part of the activities associated with the summt to
qualified private nonprofit organizations.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Beginning Decenber 1, 2010, and every two
years thereafter, the state board for community and technical coll eges
shall prepare and submt a status report to the governor and the
appropriate legislative policy commttees regardi ng state and nati onal

progress in increasing adult, famly, and workforce literacy. The
status report shall include:
(1) A summary of state and local, as well as national, initiatives

related to adult, famly, and workforce literacy, including related
f undi ng nechani sns;

(2) A description of the adult, famly, and workforce literacy
prograns and services offered at the state's conmmunity and technica
coll eges and through community-based organizations in the state,
i ncl udi ng the nunbers served by each;

(3) A description of partnerships and planning efforts with | ocal
busi nesses, workforce investnment boards, and nonprofit and comrmunity
organi zations directed at advertising and expanding access to adult,
famly, and workforce literacy prograns and services, as well as naking
such services nore avail able and affordabl e;

(4) Performance neasures and targets and whet her and how t hese were
met and will be net in the future;

(5) Current i nformation regar di ng proven and effective
i nstructional techniques and technology for inproving literacy
out cones; and

(6) Strategies and recomendations to provide adult Iliteracy

i nstructional personnel with professional devel opnent opportunities and
access to proven and effective instructional techniques.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 2 through 5 of this act are each
added to chapter 28B.50 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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