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HOUSE BI LL 2865

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Haler, Jarrett, and Hail ey

Read first time 01/17/08. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to notor carrier hours of service; adding a new
section to chapter 46.32 RCW creating a new section; and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares that it
is the policy of the state of WAashington to prevent the | oss of human
lives and the loss of property and vehicles, and to protect the
traveling environnent of the state of Wshington through sound and
consistent regulatory provisions for interstate and intrastate notor
carriers.

The legislature further finds and declares that it is a policy of
the state of WAshington to require commercial notor vehicles operating
on state roadways to conply with rigorous federal and state safety
regul ations. The legislature also finds that intrastate and interstate
commercial notor vehicles should conply with consistent state and
federal commercial vehicle rules and regulations. For interstate notor
carriers, those carriers operating in multiple states, the rules and
regul ations are established through the federal code. However, for
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intrastate notor carriers operating only in Washi ngton, the rules and
regul ations are established by the state of Washi ngton.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Washington state patrol nust adopt rules that i nplenment
section 395 of the federal notor carrier safety admnistration
regulations, relating to the hours of service for both intrastate and
interstate notor carriers. For the purpose of ensuring uniformty
between the applicable state and federal interstate and intrastate
notor carrier regulations, the patrol nust update quarterly the rules
adopted under this section in order to incorporate any changes in the
appl i cabl e federal regul ations.

(2) Motor carrier drivers or notor carriers, who violate the
hour -of -service rules adopted by the patrol under this section, are
subject to one or all of the following penalties and/or fines, which
may be assessed by either state or local |aw enforcenent officials, or
bot h:

(a) State and local l|aw enforcenent officials my inpose civil
penalties on the notor carrier driver or the notor carrier when
performng termnal audits. A notor carrier driver or notor carrier
that fails to prepare or maintain an hour of service record required by
t he WAshi ngton state patrol, or prepares or maintains a required record
that is inconplete, inaccurate, or false, is subject to a maxi num civil
penalty of five hundred fifty dollars for each day the violation
continues, up to five thousand five hundred fifty dollars;

(b) State and I ocal |aw enforcenent officials may inpose fines on
the notor carrier driver or the notor carrier when perform ng roadside
i nspections of five hundred fifty dollars for hour-of-service rule
vi ol ati ons which may not be reduced or elimnated. Each violation is
a separate and distinct offense.

(c) The notor carrier's safety rating may be | owered. The degree
to which the rating is lowered is dependent on the severity of the rule
viol ati on; and/or

(d) Federal crimnal penalties may be brought against: (i) Mdtor
carriers, who knowingly and wllfully allow, or require, hours of
service that are in violation of the patrol's adopted rules; or (ii)
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notor carrier drivers, who knowingly and willfully violate the hours of
service rul es adopted under this section.

~-- END ---
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