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H 3878. 1

HOUSE BI LL 2851

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative M| oscia

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Commttee on State Governnent
& Tribal Affairs.

AN ACT Relating to contribution limts; and anmending RCW 42.17. 640
and 42.17.700.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW42.17.640 and 2006 ¢ 348 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The contribution limts in this section apply to:

(a) Candidates for state |egislative office;

(b) Candidates for state office other than state |egislative
of fice;

(c) Candidates for county office in a county that has over ((t+we
hundred)) fifty thousand regi stered voters;

(d) Candi dates for special purpose district office if that district
is authorized to provide freight and passenger transfer and termna
facilities and that district has over ((t+wo—hundred)) fifty thousand
regi stered voters;

(e) Candidates for city office in a city that has over fifty
t housand reqgistered voters;

(f) Persons holding an office in (a) through ((&&))) (e) of this
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subsection against whom recall charges have been filed or to a
political commttee having the expectation of making expenditures in
support of the recall of a person holding the office;

((6)) (9) Caucus political commttees;

((¢y)) (h) Bona fide political parties.

(2) No person, other than a bona fide political party or a caucus
political commttee, may make contributions to a candidate for a state
| egislative office ((er)), county office, or city office, that in the
aggregat e exceed seven hundred dollars or to a candidate for a public
office in a special purpose district or a state office other than a
state legislative office that in the aggregate exceed one thousand four
hundred dollars for each election in which the candidate is on the
bal l ot or appears as a wite-in candidate. Contributions to candi dates
subject to the limts in this section made wth respect to a primary
may not be made after the date of the primary. However, contributions
to a candidate or a candidate's authorized commttee may be nade with
respect to a primary until thirty days after the primary, subject to
the followng limtations: (a) The candidate |ost the primary; (b) the
candi date's authorized commttee has insufficient funds to pay debts
outstanding as of the date of the primary; and (c) the contributions
may only be raised and spent to satisfy the outstanding debt.
Contributions to candidates subject to the limts in this section nmade
wWith respect to a general election may not be made after the final day
of the applicable election cycle.

(3) No person, other than a bona fide political party or a caucus
political commttee, may nmake contributions to a state official, a
county official, a city official, or a public official in a specia
pur pose district against whomrecall charges have been filed, or to a
political commttee having the expectation of making expenditures in
support of the recall of the state official, county official, city
official, or public official in a special purpose district during a
recall canpaign that in the aggregate exceed seven hundred dollars if
for a state legislative office ((er)), county office, or city office or
one thousand four hundred dollars if for a special purpose district
office or a state office other than a state legislative office.

(4)(a) Notw t hstandi ng subsection (2) of this section, no bona fide
political party or caucus political comnmttee may nake contributions to
a candidate during an election cycle that in the aggregate exceed (i)
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seventy cents nmultiplied by the nunber of eligible registered voters in
the jurisdiction fromwhich the candidate is elected if the contributor
is a caucus political commttee or the governing body of a state
organi zation, or (ii) thirty-five cents nultiplied by the nunber of
regi stered voters in the jurisdiction from which the candidate is
elected if the contributor is a county central commttee or a
| egislative district commttee.

(b) No candidate may accept contributions from a county centra
commttee or a legislative district commttee during an election cycle
that when conbined with contributions from other county central
commttees or legislative district commttees would in the aggregate
exceed thirty-five cents tinmes the nunber of registered voters in the
jurisdiction fromwhich the candidate is el ected.

(5)(a) Notw t hstandi ng subsection (3) of this section, no bona fide
political party or caucus political commttee may nake contributions to
a state official, county official, city official, or ((&)) public
official in a special purpose district against whomrecall charges have
been filed, or to a political commttee having the expectation of
maki ng expenditures in support of the state official, county official,
city official, or ((a)) public official in a special purpose district
during a recall canpaign that in the aggregate exceed (i) seventy cents
multiplied by the nunber of eligible registered voters in the
jurisdiction entitled to recall the state official if the contributor
is a caucus political commttee or the governing body of a state
organi zation, or (ii) thirty-five cents nultiplied by the nunber of
regi stered voters in the jurisdiction from which the candidate is
elected if the contributor is a county central commttee or a
| egislative district commttee.

(b) No official holding an office specified in subsection (1) of
this section against whomrecall charges have been filed, no authorized
coonmittee of the official, and no political conmttee having the
expectation of making expenditures in support of the recall of the
of ficial may accept contributions froma county central commttee or a
| egislative district conmttee during an election cycle that when
conbined with contributions from other county central conmttees or
| egislative district conmttees would in the aggregate exceed thirty-
five cents nmultiplied by the nunber of registered voters in the
jurisdiction fromwhich the candidate is el ected.
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(6) For purposes of determning contribution Ilimts under
subsections (4) and (5) of this section, the nunber of eligible
registered voters in a jurisdiction is the nunber at the tine of the
nost recent general election in the jurisdiction.

(7) Notw t hstandi ng subsections (2) through (5) of this section, no
person ot her than an individual, bona fide political party, or caucus
political commttee may nake contributions reportable wunder this
chapter to a caucus political commttee that in the aggregate exceed
seven hundred dollars in a calendar year or to a bona fide politica
party that in the aggregate exceed three thousand five hundred doll ars
in a calendar year. This subsection does not apply to |oans made in
the ordinary course of business.

(8 For the purposes of RCW 42.17.640 through 42.17.790, a
contribution to the authorized political conmttee of a candi date or of
an official specified in subsection (1) of this section against whom
recall charges have been filed is considered to be a contribution to
the candi date or official.

(9) Acontribution received within the twelve-nonth period after a
recall election concerning an office specified in subsection (1) of
this section is considered to be a contribution during that recall
canpaign if the contribution is used to pay a debt or obligation
incurred to influence the outcone of that recall canpaign.

(10) The contributions allowed by subsection (3) of this section
are in addition to those all owed by subsection (2) of this section, and
the contributions allowed by subsection (5) of this section are in
addition to those all owed by subsection (4) of this section.

(11) RCW 42.17.640 through 42.17.790 apply to a special election
conducted to fill a vacancy in an office specified in subsection (1) of
this section. However, the contributions nmade to a candidate or
received by a candidate for a primary or special election conducted to
fill such a vacancy shall not be counted toward any of the limtations
that apply to the candidate or to contributions nmade to the candi date
for any other primary or el ection.

(12) Notwi thstanding the other subsections of this section, no
corporation or business entity not doing business in Washi ngton state,
no labor union with fewer than ten nenbers who reside in Washington
state, and no political commttee that has not received contributions
of ten dollars or nore fromat |east ten persons registered to vote in
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Washi ngton state during the preceding one hundred ei ghty days may nake
contributions reportable under this chapter to a candidate, to a state
of ficial against whomrecall charges have been filed, or to a political
comm ttee having the expectation of making expenditures in support of
the recall of the official. This subsection does not apply to |oans
made in the ordinary course of business.

(13) Notwithstanding the other subsections of this section, no
county central commttee or legislative district commttee nmay nake
contributions reportable under this chapter to a candidate specified in
subsection (1) of this section, or an official specified in subsection
(1) of this section against whom recall charges have been filed, or
political commttee having the expectation of making expenditures in
support of the recall of an official specified in subsection (1) of
this section if the county central commttee or legislative district
commttee is outside of the jurisdiction entitled to elect the
candi date or recall the official.

(14) No person nmy accept contributions that exceed the
contribution limtations provided in this section.

(15) The follow ng contributions are exenpt fromthe contribution
limts of this section:

(a) An  expenditure or contribution earmarked for vot er
regi stration, for absentee ballot information, for precinct caucuses,
for get-out-the-vote canpaigns, for precinct judges or inspectors, for
sanple ballots, or for ballot counting, all wthout pronotion of or
political advertising for individual candi dates; or

(b) An expenditure by a political commttee for its own interna
organi zation or fund raising without direct association with individual
candi dat es.

Sec. 2. RCW42.17.700 and 2006 ¢ 348 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Contributions to candidates for state office nade and received
bef ore Decenber 3, 1992, are considered to be contributions under RCW
42.17. 640 through 42.17.790. Monetary contributions that exceed the
contribution limtations and that have not been spent by the recipient
of the contribution by Decenber 3, 1992, nust be disposed of in
accordance with RCW42.17. 095.
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(2) Contributions to other candi dates subject to the contribution
limts of this chapter made and received before June 7, 2006, are
considered to be contributions under RCW 42.17.640 through 42.17.790.
Contributions that exceed the contribution Iimtations and that have
not been spent by the recipient of the contribution by June 7, 2006,
must be disposed of in accordance with RCW 42.17.095 except for
subsections (6) and (7) of that section.

(3) Contributions to other candidates subject to the contribution
l[imts of this chapter made and received before June 2, 2008, are
considered to be contributions under RCW42.17.640 through 42.17.790.
Contributions that exceed the contribution |limts and that have not
been spent by the recipient of the contribution by June 2, 2008, nust
be disposed of in accordance with RCW 42.17.095 (1) through (5) and

(8).

~-- END ---
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