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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2807

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House State Government & Tribal Affairs (originally sponsored by
Representatives Schual -Berke, Hunt, Lantz, Cody, Hudgins, O nsbhy,
M | osci a, Appleton, G een, Wod, Hankins, and Kagi)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to voters' panphlets; anmending RCW 29A. 32.010,
29A. 32. 031, 29A 32.110, and 29A 32.210; and adding new sections to
chapter 29A 32 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A 32.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 801 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall, whenever at |east one statew de
measure or office is scheduled to appear on the general election
ballot, print and distribute a voters' panphlet.

The secretary of state shall distribute the voters' panphlet to
each household in the state, to public libraries, and to any other
| ocations he or she deens appropriate. The secretary of state shal
al so produce taped or Braille transcripts of the voters' panphlet
publicize their availability, and mail w thout charge a copy to any
person who requests one.

The secretary of state ((may)) shall nmake the material required to
be distributed by this chapter available to the public ((+p—-eleetronie
form) on his or her web site. The secretary of state may provide
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((the)) material in electronic formto conputer bulletin boards, print
and broadcast news nedia, community conputer networks, and simlar
services at the cost of reproduction or transm ssion of the data.

Sec. 2. RCW29A 32.031 and 2008 ¢ 1 s 12 (Initiative Measure No.
960) are each anended to read as fol |l ows:

The voters' panphlet nust contain:

(1) Information about each neasure for an advisory vote of the
peopl e and each ballot neasure initiated by or referred to the voters
for their approval or rejection as required by RCW 29A. 32.070;

(2) In even-nunbered years, statenents, if submtted, advocating
the candidacies of nomnees for the office of president and vice
president of the United States, United States senator, United States

representative, governor, |ieutenant governor, secretary of state,
state treasurer, state auditor, attorney general, conm ssioner of
public | ands, superi nt endent of public instruction, I nsur ance

conmi ssioner, state senator, state representative, justice of the
suprene court, judge of the court of appeals, or judge of the superior
court. Candidates may also submt a canpaign mailing address and
t el ephone nunber and a phot ograph not nore than five years old and of
a size and quality that the secretary of state determnes to be
suitable for reproduction in the voters' panphlet. Candi dates are
encouraged to submt digital photographs and statenents el ectronically;

(3) In odd-nunbered years, if any office voted upon statew de
appears on the ballot due to a vacancy, then statenments and phot ographs
for candi dates for any vacant office listed in subsection (2) of this
section nust appear;

(4) In even-nunbered years, a section explaining how voters may
participate in the election canpaign process; the address and tel ephone
nunber of the public disclosure comm ssion established under RCW
42.17.350; and a summary of the disclosure requirenents that apply when
contributions are made to candi dates and political conmttees;

(5) In even-nunbered years the nanme, address, and tel ephone nunber
of each political party with nomnees listed in the panphlet, if filed
with the secretary of state by the state commttee of a major political
party or the presiding officer of the convention of a mnor political

party;
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(6) In each odd-nunbered year immedi ately before a year in which a
president of the United States is to be nomnated and elected,
i nformati on expl aining the precinct caucus and conventi on process used
by each major political party to elect delegates to its national
presidential candi date nom nating convention. The panphlet nust also
provide a description of the statutory procedures by which mnor
political parties are formed and the statutory nethods used by the
parties to nom nate candi dates for president;

(7) An application formfor an absentee ballot;

(8 A brief statenent explaining the deletion and addition of
| anguage for proposed neasures under RCW 29A. 32. 080;

(9) Any additional information pertaining to elections as may be
required by law or in the judgnment of the secretary of state is deened
informative to the voters.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A. 32.110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 811 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Al'l  photographs of candidates submtted for publication nust
conform to standards established by the secretary of state by rule.
Candi dates are encouraged to submt digital photographs and statenents
electronically. No photograph may reveal <clothing or insignia
suggesting the holding of a public office.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29A 32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state nust make available on its web site an
el ectronic voters' panphlet for every primary election and general
el ection in which any office |isted under RCW 29A.32.031 is schedul ed
to appear on the primary or general election ballot, including any
office appearing on the ballot due to a vacancy. The information
included in the electronic voters' panphlet shall conform to the
requi renents of this chapter.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A. 32.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 813 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

At | east ninety days before any primary or general election, or at
least forty days before any special election held under RCW
((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321 or 29A.04.330, the legislative authority of
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any county or first-class or <code city my adopt an ordinance
authorizing the publication and distribution of a local voters
panphl et . The panphlet shall provide information on all neasures

{ { wthn—that—pw-sdi-et-on—and—may—H—spect-ed—in—the—ordinance—
rHrelude—nformation—eon)) and candidates within that jurisdiction,_

including judicial candidates. |If both a county and a first-class or
code city within that county aut hori ze a local voters' panphlet for the

sanme el ection, the panphlet shall be produced jointly by the county and

the first-class or code city. |If no agreenent can be reached between
the county and first-class or code city, the county and first-class or
code city may each produce a panphlet. Any ordinance adopted

authorizing a local voters' panphlet may be for a specific primry,
special election, or general election or for any future primaries or
el ecti ons. The format of any local voters' panphlet shall, whenever
applicable, conmply with the provisions of this chapter regarding the
publication of the state candi dates' and voters' panphlets.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 29A 32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Each county elections departnent nust nake available on the
county's web site a primary voters' panphlet and a general election
voters' panphlet any tine in which any office within that county not
covered in RCW 29A. 32.031 is scheduled to appear on the primary or
general election ballot, including judicial office and any office on
the ballot due to a vacancy. The electronic voters' panphlets shal
include information on all mneasures within that jurisdiction and
candi dates' statenents and phot ographs. Candi dates' statenments nay not
be nore than one hundred fifty words. The information included in the
el ectronic voters' panphlets shall conformto the requirenents of this
chapter. Candi dates are encouraged to submt digital photographs and
statenents electronically. If the secretary of state has candidate
information required under RCW 29A.32.031 that is applicable to the
county, the county shall use the secretary of state's information or
provide a link from the county's electronic voters' panphlet to the
secretary of state's electronic voters' panphlet.

~-- END ---
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