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H 5570. 1

SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2805

State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Appropriations (originally sponsored by Representatives
Schual - Ber ke, Cody, Barlow, Hudgins, Hunt, G een, Hasegawa, Pedersen,
Loom s, Santos, and Kagi)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 12/ 08.

AN ACT Rel ating to unbilical cord blood; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Placental and unbilical cord blood is recognized as a viable
and nore accessible alternative to bone marrow in many nedical
therapies. Science has discovered ways to treat many types of cancer,
bl ood, and inmmne disorders through the use of stem cells from
pl acental and unbilical cord blood. Placental and unbilical cord bl ood
is currently used to treat such diseases as |eukem a and over sixty
ot her fatal imune system di seases;

(2) In the United States there are approximately fifty thousand
units of usable placental and unbilical cord bl ood. However, at |east
one hundred fifty thousand high quality units are needed in order to
nmeet the nation's denmands. While over eight thousand cord bl ood
transpl ants have occurred around the world, it is estinmated that with
an adequate supply of placental and unmbilical cord bl ood, over el even
t housand patients could receive life-saving treatnent in the United
States every year;
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(3) There is an urgent need to dramatically increase the racial and
ethnic diversity of the supply of placental and unbilical cord blood to
i nprove the possibility of finding conpatible donors in all racial and
ethnic communities in Washi ngton;

(4) Washington state is hone to several |arge nedical research
institutions and an expanding bionmedical research industry. Over
thirty years ago the pioneering work of nobel |aureate E. Donnall
Thomas, and his colleagues at the Fred Hutchinson cancer research
center, made bone marrow transplantation a reality. The use of
pl acental and unbilical cord bl ood prom ses to build upon this |egacy
as well as lead to other new nedi cal therapies; and

(5 Research on prematurity at children's hospital and public
banki ng at the Puget Sound bl ood center have led to gains in efficiency
inthe retrieval and collection of placental and unbilical cord bl ood.
Efforts by these organi zati ons can be expanded to benefit the broader
popul ati on i n WAshi ngt on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of health shall identify
and provide funding to a work group charged with the expansion of
unbi | i cal cord blood collection practices consisting of representatives
from a major health research institution engaged in premature birth
research, a nationally recognized cancer treatnent and research
institution, a nonprofit blood bank engaged in unbilical cord bl ood
collection, an accredited private cord bl ood bank engaged in unbili cal
cord blood collection in Washi ngton, and an organi zati on representing
hospi tal s.

(2) The departnment of health shall support the work group in the
devel opnent of:

(a) Model educational materials for expectant parents and health
care providers regarding the process for donating unbilical cord bl ood
and its uses. The materials must include information about the ful
range of options available for unbilical cord blood banking that is
sufficient to allow a pregnant woman to nake an infornmed decision
before her third trinmester of pregnancy on whether to participate in a
public or private unbilical cord blood banking program or to donate
unbilical cord blood for research. The materials shall be culturally
appropriate for individuals of various races and et hni c backgrounds;
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(b) Common protocols for use by hospitals and bl ood banks in the
retrieval and collection of unbilical cord blood to increase efficiency
to pronote the expansion of unbilical cord blood retrieval and
col l ection statew de; and

(c) Methods to decrease the cost of unbilical cord bl ood banking
for both research and transpl antati on.

(3) The work group shall provide advice and consultation to the
pilot project established in section 3 of this act and review its
progress to informthe work group's efforts.

(4) By July 1, 2010, the departnent of health shall submt a report
of the work group to the |egislature and governor. The report shal
contain the work group's recommendations for nodel educational
materials, retrieval and collection protocols, and any recommendati ons
for decreasing the cost of unbilical cord bl ood banking and expandi ng
unbilical cord blood collection across the state and to diverse
comunities. In addition, the report nust summarize the findings of
the pilot project established in section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnment of health, in consultation
with the work group created in section 2 of this act, shall identify an
institution actively conducting prematurity research in Washi ngton that
requires the collection of blood and specinens from wonen during
pregnancy and at delivery, including the collection of unbilical cord
bl ood, to participate in a pilot project. The pilot project shall take
place in three hospitals in eastern Washington that are conducting
research and that are selected for the purpose of increasing the ethnic
and racial diversity of the wunbilical cord blood units that are
collected for research and transplantation. The pilot project nust
support the additional staff and resources necessary to expand
retrieval and collection, which wll be overseen by the institution
conducting the research, using protocols and nethods provided by the
work group created in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2008, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
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