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HOUSE BI LL 2804

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schual -Berke, Hudgins, Fromhold, O nsby, Hunt,
Barl ow, Sullivan, Haigh, Lantz, Quall, MIloscia, and Mcintire

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to pronoting geography education; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that too few people
understand the rich learning opportunities presented by the field of
geogr aphy. Ceography is nore than places on a map. Ceogr aphy
addresses gl obal connections, people and cultures, and econom cs and

envi ronnent s. Qur young people need to know geography in order to
understand today's world and succeed in tonorrow s. But students do
not have enough opportunities to explore and |earn geography. A

nati onal geographic survey shows that half of young Anmericans cannot
| ocate world powers |ike Japan and India. Twenty percent cannot |ocate
the Pacific Ocean. W thout geography, our children are not ready for
the world. Wth geography, children have the power of gl obal
know edge. Ceography education offers a wealth of opportunities to
integrate instruction and learning across disciplines such as art,
musi ¢, dance, history, science, econom cs, and |anguages, and to build
skills in inquiry, research, analysis, reading, and witing. Therefore
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the legislature intends to support an endowrent for geography education
i n Washi ngton state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

Subj ect to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall contract with a nationa
organi zation to establish, maintain, and operate an endownrent for the
pronotion of geography education in Wshington state. The nationa
organi zation nust have experience operating geography education
endownents in other states and nust provide equal nonstate matching
funds to the state funds provided in the contract. Al funds in and
any interest earned on the endownent shall be used exclusively for
geogr aphy education prograns including, but not limted to, curriculum
mat eri al s, resource collections, and professional devel opnent
institutes for teachers and adm nistrators. The national organization
must have an established affiliated advisory conmmttee in the state to
recommend | ocal projects to be funded by the endownent. The contract
shal | require that the organization report annually to the
superi ntendent on the recipients of endowent funds and the anounts and
pur poses of expenditures fromthe fund.

~-- END ---
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