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HOUSE BI LL 2787

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Hurst, Ericks, OBrien, Mrris, MCoy, Mrrell,
Ander son, Loom s, Sinpson, and Goodman

Read first time 01/16/08. Referred to Commttee on Technol ogy,
Ener gy & Conmuni cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to achieving statewde radio comunications
i nteroperability; anmending RCW43.105. 020, 43.105.041, and 43. 105. 330;
and addi ng a new chapter to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the state needs
to make significant investnents in radio conmunications systens that
are interoperable. The legislature further finds that |oca
governnents, the nost frequent users of radi o conmuni cations systens,
need to be part of the statewi de solution. Therefore, in an effort to
establish a nore coordinated and cohesive effort between state and
| ocal governments in achieving statewde radio conmunications
interoperability, the legislature finds that it is the purpose of this
chapter to create a new office wwthin the office of the governor to be
call ed the Washington interoperability office.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The Wshington interoperability office,
headed by the Washington interoperability coordinator, is established
in the executive office of the governor for the purpose of establishing
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an interoperable, statewide radio comrmunications system The
interoperability coordinator shall report directly to the governor.
The office shall

(1) Establish statewi de policies for wreless radi o communi cations
systens used by state, county, and | ocal governnents;

(2) Establish wuniform technical requirements consistent, when
possible, with federal guidelines and standards to be used by state,
county, and |local governnents to ensure statewide interoperability
between the different bands on the designated nutual aid frequencies;

(3) Review the statewi de comruni cations interoperability plan and
adopt technical standards for wreless radio conmunications systens
used by state, county, and | ocal governnents;

(4) Evaluate all interoperability projects within the state and
make recomendati ons or decisions on federal and state funding, when
appropri at e;

(5) Ensure that state and federal funding is being spent in
alignment wth state technical standards for radio conmunications
syst ens;

(6) Coordinate interoperability comunications investnents in the
st at e;

(7) Coordinate and manage the licensing and use of state-designated
and state-licensed radio frequencies, including the spectrum used for
public safety and enmergency communi cations, and serve as the point of
contact with the federal comrunications comm ssion on matters rel ated
to allocation, use, and licensing of radio spectrumfor state agenci es;

(8 Coordinate the purchasing of all state wreless radio
communi cati ons system equi pnment to ensure that:

(a) After the transition from a radio over internet protocol
network, any new trunked systemis, at a m ninmum project-25;

(b) Any new systemthat requires advanced digital features is, at
a mnimum project-25;

(c) Any new system or equipnment purchases is, at a mninmum
proj ect -25; and

(d) Any new system or equipnent purchases contribute towards
attaining a statewide, level-5 interoperability system

(9) Certify when a state or |ocal governnent achieves |evel-5
interoperability and neets the technical requirenents of the enhanced
techni cal inplenentation plan;
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(10) Seek funding support for wreless radio comunications
systens, including federal grants and other funding sources;

(11) Make grant funding, subject to appropriation, available to
eligible | ocal governnents;

(12) Make investnents in state-owned and state-managed radio
communi cations systens, particularly in |lowdensity popul ati on areas of
the state; and

(13) Submt an annual report by Decenber 1st, beginning in 2008, to
t he governor and |l egislature outlining the progress in inplenenting the
stat ew de conmuni cations interoperability plan.

Sec. 3. RCW43.105.020 and 2003 ¢ 18 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this chapter, unless the context indicates otherw se,
the follow ng definitions shall apply:

(1) "Department” neans the department of information services;

(2) "Board" neans the information services board,

(3) "Commttee" neans the state interoperability executive
comm ttee;

(4) "Local governnents" includes all municipal and quasi mnunici pal
corporations and political subdivisions, and all agencies of such
corporations and subdi vi sions authorized to contract separately;

(5) "Director" means the director of the departnent;

(6) "Purchased services" nmeans services provided by a vendor to

acconplish routine, continuing, and necessary functions. This term
includes, but is not |imted to, services acquired for equipnent
mai nt enance and repair, operation of a physical plant, security,
conput er hardware and software installation and nmaintenance,

tel ecommuni cations installation and mai ntenance, data entry, keypunch
servi ces, progranm ng services, and conputer tine-sharing;

(7) "Backbone network" neans the shared high-density portions of
the state's tel ecommunications transm ssion facilities. It includes
specially conditioned high-speed conmmunications «carrier l'ines,
mul ti pl exors, sw tches associated with such conmunications |ines, and
any equi pnent and software conponents necessary for managenent and
control of the backbone network;

(8) "Tel ecomrunications” neans the transm ssion of information by
wire, radio, optical cable, electromagnetic, or other neans;
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(9) "Information" includes, but is not limted to, data, text,
voi ce, and vi deo;

(10) "Information processing” nmeans the electronic capture,
col | ecti on, st or age, mani pul ati on, transm ssion, retrieval, and
presentation of information in the formof data, text, voice, or inmage
and includes tel ecommunications and office automati on functions;

(11) "I nformation servi ces" means dat a pr ocessi ng,
t el ecomuni cations, office automation, and conputerized information
syst ens;

(12) "Equi pnent" neans the machines, devices, and transm ssion
facilities used in information processing, such as conputers, word
processors, termnals, telephones, wreless communications system
facilities, cables, and any physical facility necessary for the
operation of such equi pnent;

(13) "Information technology portfolio®™ or "portfolio" neans a
strat egi c managenent process docunenting relationshi ps between agency
m ssi ons and i nformati on technol ogy and tel ecomuni cati ons i nvest nents;

(14) "Oversight" neans a process of conprehensive risk analysis and
managenent designed to ensure optinmum use of information technol ogy
resources and tel econmuni cati ons;

(15) "Proprietary software" neans that software offered for sale or
license;

(16) "Vi deo t el ecommuni cati ons" means t he el ectronic
i nterconnection of two or nore sites for the purpose of transmtting
and/or receiving visual and associated audio information. Vi deo
tel ecommuni cations shall not include existing public television

broadcast stations as currently designated by the departnent of
comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent under chapter 43.330 RCW

(17) "K-20 educational network board" or "K-20 board" neans the K-
20 educational network board created in RCW43.105. 800;

(18) "K-20 network technical steering conmttee" or "conmmttee"
means the K-20 network technical steering commttee created in RCW
43. 105. 810;

(19) "K-20 network™ nmeans the network established in RCW
43. 105. 820;

(20) "Educational sectors” neans those institutions of higher
education, school districts, and educational service districts that use
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the network for distance education, data transm ssion, and other uses
permtted by the K-20 board;
(21) "Ofice" nmeans the Washington i nteroperability office.

Sec. 4. RCW43.105.041 and 2003 ¢ 18 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The board shall have the follow ng powers and duties related to
i nformati on services:

(a) To devel op standards and procedures governing the acquisition
and disposition of equipnment, proprietary software and purchased
services, ((H-eenstng—ot—the—radio—spectrum-by—or—on—behalt—of—state
agenetes;)) and confidentiality of conputerized dat a;

(b) To purchase, |ease, rent, or otherw se acquire, dispose of, and
mai ntai n equi pnent, proprietary software, and purchased services, or to
del egate to other agencies and institutions of state governnent, under
appropriate standards, the authority to purchase, |ease, rent, or
otherwi se acquire, dispose of, and maintain equipnment, proprietary
software, and purchased services: PROVI DED, That, agencies and
institutions of state governnent are expressly prohibited from
acquiring or disposing of equipnment, proprietary software, and
purchased services wthout such delegation of authority. The
acquisition and disposition of equipnent, proprietary software, and
purchased services is exenpt from RCW 43.19.1919 and, as provided in
RCW 43. 19. 1901, fromthe provisions of RCW43.19.190 through 43.19. 200.
Thi s subsection (1)(b) does not apply to the legislative branch;

(c) To develop statewide or interagency technical policies,
st andards, and procedures;

(d) To review and approve standards and comon specifications for
new or expanded telecomunications networks proposed by agencies,
public postsecondary education institutions, educational service
districts, or statewide or regional providers of K-12 information
technol ogy services, and to assure the cost-effective devel opnent and
increnental inplenentation of a statewi de video telecommunications
system to serve: Public schools; educational service districts;
vocational -technical institutes; community colleges; colleges and
universities; state and |ocal governnent; and the general public
t hrough public affairs progranmm ng;

p. 5 HB 2787



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWwWwWwWwWMNDNDNDNDNDNMNDNDMDDNMNMNDNMNMDNNMNMNMMNEPRPRPPRPEPRPEPRPPRPEPRPPERPPRPRE
0O N O A W NPEFP O OOWwuNO O P WNPEPEOOOMOWwNO O~ owDNDEe. o

(e) To provide direction concerning strategic planning goals and
objectives for the state. The board shall seek input from the
| egi slature and the judiciary;

(f) To develop and inplenent a process for the resolution of
appeal s by:

(1) Vendors concerning the conduct of an acquisition process by an
agency or the departnent; or

(1i) A custoner agency concerning the provision of services by the
departnent or by other state agency providers;

(g) To establish policies for the periodic review by the departnent
of agency performance which may include but are not limted to analysis
of :

(i) Planning, managenent, control, and use of information services;

(1i) Training and education; and

(1i1) Project managenent;

(h) To set its neeting schedul es and convene at schedul ed tines, or
nmeet at the request of a mpjority of its nenbers, the chair, or the
director; and

(i) To review and approve that portion of the departnment’'s budget
requests that provides for support to the board.

(2) Statewde technical standards to pronote and facilitate
el ectronic informati on sharing and access are an essential conponent of
acceptable and reliable public access service and conpl enent content-
rel ated standards designed to neet those goals. The board shall:

(a) Establish technical standards to facilitate electronic access
to governnment information and interoperability of i nformation
systens((, including wreless comunications systens)). Loca
governnents are strongly encouraged to follow the standards established
by the board; and

(b) Require agencies to consider electronic public access needs
when pl anni ng new i nformati on systens or mgj or upgrades of systens.

I n devel opi ng these standards, the board is encouraged to include
the state library, state archives, and appropriate representatives of
state and | ocal governnent.

(3)(a) The board, in consultation with the K-20 board, has the duty
to govern, operate, and oversee the technical design, inplenentation,
and operation of the K-20 network including, but not imted to, the
foll owm ng duties: Establ i shnent and inplenmentation of K-20 network
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techni cal policy, including technical standards and conditions of use;
review and approval of network design; procurenent of shared network
servi ces and equi prent; and resol ving user/provider disputes concerning
technical matters. The board shall del egate general operational and
techni cal oversight to the K-20 network technical steering commttee as
appropri ate.

(b) The board has the authority to adopt rul es under chapter 34.05
RCWto inplenment the provisions regarding the technical operations and
conditions of use of the K-20 networKk.

Sec. 5. RCW 43. 105. 330 and 2006 ¢ 76 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) ((Fhebeard-shall—appeint)) A state interoperability executive

committee is established as an advisory conmttee to the WAshi ngton
interoperability office, the nmenbership of which nust include, but not

be limted to, representatives of the mlitary departnent, the
Washi ngton state patrol, the departnent of transportation, the
departnment of information services, the departnent of natura

resources, city and county governnents, state and local fire chiefs,
police chiefs, and sheriffs, and state and | ocal energency nmanagenent
directors. The chair and | egislative nenbers of the board wll serve
as nonvoting ex officio nenbers of the commttee. Vot i ng nmenbership
may not exceed fifteen nenbers.

(2) The ((ehatr—ot—the—board)) Washington interoperability
coordinator shall appoint the chair of the commttee from anong the
voting nmenbers of the conmttee.

(3) The state interoperability executive conmttee has the
foll ow ng responsibilities:

(a) Develop policies and make recomendations to the ((beard))
office for technical standards for state wi reless radi o conmuni cations
systens, including energency comrunications systens. The standards
must address, anong other things, the interoperability of systens,
taking into account both existing and future systens and technol ogi es;

(b) Coordinate and manage on behalf of the ((beard)) office the
licensing and wuse of state-designated and state-licensed radio
frequencies, including the spectrum used for public safety and
energency conmmuni cations, and serve as the point of contact with the
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federal conmunications conm ssion on matters relating to allocation
use, and licensing of radio spectrum
(¢) ((cCoordinate—the—purchasing—eol—al—state—wreless—radio
: . . hat

hy)) Advise the office in prioritizing grant applications
submitted by |ocal governnents; and

(d) Perform such other duties as may be assigned by the ((beard))
office to pronote interoperability of wirel ess conmunicati ons systens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The public safety interoperability account
is created in the custody of the state treasurer. The Washi ngt on
interoperability office shall deposit into the account noneys received
from | egislative appropriations, gifts, grants, and endowrents for
i nvest nment s est abl i shi ng, oper ati ng, or mai nt ai ni ng radi o
communi cations systens that achieve high-level interoperability, or for
related training. Only the Washington interoperability coordinator, or
the coordinator's designee, may authorize expenditures from the
account. The account is subject to allotnent procedures under chapter
43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not required for expenditures.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) Subject to the availability of funds
appropriated for this purpose, the Washington interoperability office
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shal |l establish a public safety interoperability grant program The
purpose of the grant program is to aid local governnents in nmaking
investnments in shared, interoperable radi o communications systens.

(2) The office may only approve a grant application if it satisfies
the followng criteria:

(a) The applicant is a local government or a consortium of
contiguous | ocal governnents;

(b) The applicant has entered into an interagency agreenent wth
the participating |ocal governnments and the relevant state agencies
regardi ng cost sharing, governance, and managenent of the proposed
radi o comruni cati ons system

(c) The applicant will nmanage and maintain the operations of the
radi o comuni cations system but will allow the state to use and access
t he system when necessary; and

(d) The proposed radio comunications system is project-25
conpliant or upgradeable to project-25 and is consistent wth
appl i cabl e federal guidelines and standards for interoperability.

(3) The office may give preference to applications based on any of
the followng criteria:

(a) The proposed radio communications system wll contribute
towards the state achieving a statewide, level-5 interoperability
system

(b) The estimted population of the applicant is nore than one
hundred t housand; and

(c) The applicant has secured funding fromother sources to support
t he project.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1, 2, 6, and 7 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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