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HOUSE BI LL 2723

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Pettigrew, Kenney, Hai gh, Lant z, Sul |'i van,
Darnei |l | e, Hudgi ns, Santos, Hasegawa, and O nshy

Read first tinme 01/ 16/ 08. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to <creating secondary reading intervention
prograns; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 630 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, despite
i nprovenents in student achievenent as neasured by the Washington
assessnment of student l|learning, there remain significant nunbers of
secondary students unable to neet state standards in reading. For the
cl ass of 2008, nore than nine thousand students still have not net the
readi ng standard. In the class of 2009, nearly seventeen thousand did
not neet the standard. Readi ng remains one of the nost fundanenta
academ c skills for students to be successful in further schooling, in
t he workplace, and as a citizen. But at the secondary |evel, English
teachers are nore likely to be trained in such topics as literary
anal ysis, essay and term paper witing, and world literature. There is
a need for targeted interventions at the secondary |evel that provide
struggling students with core skills in reading conprehension.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 630
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of
the superintendent of public instruction shall allocate funds for
schools neeting the criteria of subsection (2) of this section to
i npl ement secondary reading intervention prograns as described under
subsection (3) of this section.

(2) Schools are eligible to receive allocations under this section
if nmore than ten students in the school scored well below standard
(level one) in reading on the previous admnistration of the tenth
grade Washi ngt on assessnent of student | earning.

(3) Schools receiving allocations wunder this section shal
i npl ement secondary reading intervention prograns that:

(a) Include staff developnent and training, materials and
curricula, and intensive assistance for students;

(b) Focus on providing students with core reading skills, including
conprehensi on and fl uency;

(c) Denonstrate evidence of prior success in dramatically inproving
the reading | evels of secondary school or adult students.

(4) The anmount of the allocations under this section shall be as
established in the omi bus appropriations act.

~-- END ---
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