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HOUSE BI LL 2623

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Hurst and Roach

Prefiled 01/11/08. Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on Local Governnent.

AN ACT Relating to charges for storm water control; anmending RCW
36. 89. 080, 36.94.140, and 86.15.160; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
recogni ze that working farm and contributes to aquifer recharge and
that, as such, agricultural |ands should not be penalized for
contributing to a problemthat they help solve. Furthernore, it is the
intent of the legislature to keep lands in agricultural production and
protect the environnment. Therefore, renoving the authority to coll ect
the fees and charges as reflected in this act will assist citizens in
keepi ng productive farm and.

Sec. 2. RCW36.89.080 and 2003 ¢ 394 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Subject to subsections (2) and (3) of this section, any county
| egislative authority may provide by resolution for revenues by fixing
rates and charges for the furnishing of service to those served or
receiving benefits or to be served or to receive benefits from any
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stormwater control facility or contributing to an increase of surface
wat er runoff. In fixing rates and charges, the county |egislative
authority may in its discretion consider:

(a) Services furnished or to be furnished;

(b) Benefits received or to be received,

(c) The character and wuse of Jland or its water runoff
characteristics;

(d) The nonprofit public benefit status, as defined in RCW
24.03.490, of the land user;

(e) Inconme |evel of persons served or provided benefits under this
chapter, including senior citizens and ((édisabled—persens)) individuals
with disabilities; or

(f) Any other matters which present a reasonable difference as a
ground for distinction.

(2) The rate a county may charge under this section for stormwater
control facilities shall be reduced by a m ninmumof ten percent for any
new or renodeled comrercial building that wutilizes a permssive
rai nwat er harvesting system Rai nwat er harvesting systens shall be
properly sized to utilize the available roof surface of the building.
The jurisdiction shall consider rate reductions in excess of ten
percent dependent upon the anmount of rainwater harvested.

(3) Rates and charges authorized under this section may not be
i nposed on | ands taxed as forest |and under chapter 84.33 RCW ((e+)) .
as tinber |and under chapter 84.34 RCW_or property that is at |east
twenty-five percent operating farm and as defined in RCW7.48. 310.

(4) The service charges and rates collected shall be deposited in
a special fund or funds in the county treasury to be used only for the
purpose of paying all or any part of the cost and expense of
mai ntai ning and operating storm water control facilities, all or any
part of the cost and expense of planning, designing, establishing,
acquiring, developing, constructing and inproving any of such
facilities, or to pay or secure the paynent of all or any portion of
any issue of general obligation or revenue bonds issued for such
pur pose.

Sec. 3. RCW36.94.140 and 2005 ¢ 324 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) Every county, in the operation of a system of sewerage and/ or
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wat er, shall have full jurisdiction and authority to nmanage, regul ate,
and control it. Except as provided in subsection (3) of this section,
every county shall have full jurisdiction and authority to fix, alter,
regul ate, and control the rates and charges for the service and
facilities to those to whom such service and facilities are avail abl e,
and to | evy charges for connection to the system

(2) The rates for availability of service and facilities, and
connection charges so charged nust be uniform for the sane class of
custoners or service and facility. In classifying custoners served,
service furnished or made avail abl e by such system of sewerage and/ or
wat er, or the connection charges, the county legislative authority may
consider any or all of the follow ng factors:

(a) The difference in cost of service to the various custoners
Wi thin or without the area;

(b) The difference in cost of maintenance, operation, repair and
replacenent of the various parts of the systens;

(c) The different character of the service and facilities furnished
vari ous custoners;

(d) The quantity and quality of the sewage and/or water delivered
and the tine of its delivery;

(e) Capital contributions nade to the system or systens, including,
but not limted to, assessnents;

(f) The cost of acquiring the systemor portions of the systemin
maki ng system i nprovenents necessary for the public health and safety;

(g) The nonprofit public benefit status, as defined in RCW
24.03.490, of the | and user; and

(h) Any other matters which present a reasonable difference as a
ground for distinction.

(3) The rate a county may charge under this section for storm or
surface water sewer systens or the portion of the rate allocable to the
storm or surface water sewer system of conbined sanitary sewage and
stormor surface water sewer systens shall be reduced by a m ni mum of
ten percent for any new or renodel ed commercial building that utilizes
a perm ssive rai nwater harvesting system Rainwater harvesting systens
shall be properly sized to utilize the available roof surface of the
buil ding. The jurisdiction shall consider rate reductions in excess of
ten percent dependent upon the anount of rainwater harvested. A county
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may not charge any fee relating to storm water control to | andowners
with at least twenty-five percent of their |and operating as farm and,
as defined in RCW 7. 48. 310.

(4) A county may provide assistance to aid |owincone persons in
connection wth services provided under this chapter.

(5) The service charges and rates shall produce revenues sufficient
to take care of the costs of maintenance and operation, revenue bond
and warrant interest and principal anortization requirenents, and al
ot her charges necessary for the efficient and proper operation of the
system

(6) A connection charge under this section for service to a
manuf act ured housi ng comunity, as defined in RCW59.20.030, applies to
an individual lot within that comunity only if the system of water or
sewer age provides and nai ntains the connection.

Sec. 4. RCWB86.15.160 and 2003 ¢ 394 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter the supervisors may authorize:

(1) An annual excess ad valorem tax levy within any zone or
participating zones when authorized by the voters of the zone or
partici pating zones under RCW 84.52. 052 and 84.52. 054,

(2) An assessnent upon property, including state property,
specially benefited by flood control inprovenents or storm water
control inprovenents inposed under chapter 86.09 RCW

(3) Wthin any zone or participating zones an annual ad val orem
property tax levy of not to exceed fifty cents per thousand dollars of
assessed value when the levy will not take dollar rates that other
taxing districts may lawfully claim and that wll not cause the
conbined levies to exceed the constitutional and/or statutory
limtations, and the additional |evy, or any portion thereof, may al so
be made when dollar rates of other taxing units is rel eased therefor by
agreenent with the other taxing units fromtheir authorized |evies;

(4) A charge, under RCW 36.89.080, for the furnishing of service to
those who are receiving or will receive benefits from storm water
control facilities and who are contributing to an increase in surface
wat er runoff. Property that is at least twenty-five percent operating
farm and, as defined in RCW7.48.310, is exenpt fromcounty storm water
char ges. The rate or charge inposed under this section shall be
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reduced by a mninumof ten percent for any new or renodel ed comrerci al
building that wutilizes a permssive rainwater harvesting system
Rai nwat er harvesting systens shall be properly sized to utilize the
avai l able roof surface of the building. The jurisdiction shal
consider rate reductions in excess of ten percent dependent upon the
anount of rainwater harvested,

(5) Except as otherwise provided in RCW 90.03.525, any public
entity and public property, including the state and state property,
shall be liable for the charges to the sane extent a private person and
privately owned property is liable for the charges, and in setting
these rates and charges, consideration nmay be nmade of in-kind services,
such as streaminprovenents or donation of property;

(6) The creation of local inprovenent districts and utility | ocal
i nprovenent districts, the issuance of inprovenent district bonds and
warrants, and the inposition, collection, and enforcenent of special
assessnents on all property, including any state-owned or other
publicly-owned property, specially benefited frominprovenents in the
same manner as provided for counties by chapter 36.94 RCW

~-- END ---
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