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House Bill 2607

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Santos, Hasegawa, O nsby, Ander son, Lant z,
Hudgi ns, Upt hegrove, Sullivan, Chase, Darneille, and Sinpson

Prefiled 01/11/08. Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to preparing teachers to teach English |anguage
| earner students; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that an increasing
proportion  of K-12 students are English [language |earners.
Furthernore, a significant nunber of English | anguage | earner students
are struggling to neet the state's academc |earning standards.
Specific strategies are necessary to inprove the achievenent and
progress of these students. Instruction for English |anguage | earner
students should be integrated with English-fluent students. C assroom
teachers should collaborate with specialist teachers to provide high
quality instruction. All teachers should denonstrate a high | evel of
cul tural conpetence and understandi ng of second | anguage acqui sition.

(2) However, the legislature further finds that current standards
for preparing teachers to neet the | earning needs of English | anguage
| earner students are inadequate. Therefore, the legislature intends to
task the professional educator standards board to work with coll eges of
education and school districts to identify specific ways to better
prepare teachers to teach English | anguage | earner students.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The professional educator standards

board shall convene a work group to develop recomendations for
i ncreasing teacher know edge, skills, and conpetencies to address the
needs of English |anguage |earner students. The work group shal

i ncl ude representatives fromthe Washi ngt on associ ation of coll eges for
teacher education, school districts wth significant popul ations of
Engli sh | anguage | earner students who speak a single | anguage, schoo
districts with significant populations of English |anguage |earner
students who speak nultiple | anguages, classroomteachers, English as
a second | anguage teachers, bilingual education teachers, principals,
and the hi gher education coordinating board. The professional educator

standards board shall invite participation by the northwest regiona
educational | aboratory.
(2) The work group shall identify gaps and weaknesses in the

current knowl edge and skills standards for teacher preparation and
teacher conpetencies regarding understanding how students acquire
| anguage, how to teach academc content in English to non-English
speakers, and denonstrating cultural conpetence. The work group shal
be informed by the English as a second | anguage denonstration projects
under RCW 28A. 630. 058 and t he acconpanyi ng research and eval uati on by
t he northwest regional educational |aboratory.

(3) The work group shall submt a report by Decenber 1, 2008, to
t he governor and the education and hi gher education commttees of the
| egislature with findings and specific recomendations to i nprove the
teacher preparation knowl edge and skills standards and teacher
conpetencies in the areas identified under subsection (2) of this
section.

--- END ---
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