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H 4933. 2

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2597

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Early Learning & Children's Services (originally sponsored
by Representatives Sullivan, Pedersen, Hasegawa, O nsby, Haigh,
Chase, Green, and Sinpson)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to creating a kindergarten readi ness assessnent;
adding a new section to chapter 43.215 RCW adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 300 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds conpelling evidence

from research and from the efforts of innovative school districts in
Washi ngton that when students enter the K-12 public schools ready to

learn, their progress and achievenent is greatly enhanced. The
| egislature further finds that the foundational skills for kindergarten
success can be assessed using a variety of assessnent tools. Many

school districts are using a kindergarten entry assessnment and are
working closely wth early learning providers and parents in their
comunities. However, because there is no common kindergarten entry
assessnent, there is no statew de baseline for students' readiness to
| earn. Such a baseline is critical for developing new early
interventions with struggling students and for neasuring the inpact of
such initiatives as full-day kindergarten. A comon kindergarten entry
assessnment could also serve as an accountability and quality neasure
for early |earning prograns.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment and the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, jointly and in collaboration with thrive by five
Washi ngton, shall study and nake recommendations to the governor and
the legislature regarding inplenentation of a statew de kindergarten
entry assessnent. The study and devel opnent of recommendati ons shal
i ncl ude consultation with the foll ow ng:

(a) The Washington early | earning advisory council;

(b) The Washi ngton associ ation for the education of young children;

(c) The foundation for early |earning;

(d) Washington Indian tribes including, but not limted to, the
confederated tribes of the Yakama nation and the Colville confederated
tribes;

(e) Early chil dhood educators;

(f) Kindergarten teachers; and

(g) Specialists in early childhood assessnents.

(2) I'n conducting the study and devel opi ng the recommendati ons, the
departnment shall exam ne:

(a) Research on the critical know edge and skills, including social
skills, for successful entry and progress in kindergarten; and

(b) Exanples of assessnents used by schools and early | earning
providers in Washington state and in other states;

(3) The study and reconmendati ons shall:

(a) ldentify a preferred kindergarten entry assessnment that
addresses the follow ng know edge and skills, at a m ni mum

(i) Letter and sound recognition;

(11) Nunbers and nunber concepts; and

(ti1) Social skills for the school environnent;

(b) Specify a plan for use of the assessnent in a pilot phase and
a voluntary use phase, and a tinme certain when school districts mnust
of fer the assessnent;

(c) Describe a recomended nethodology for conducting the
assessnents, including a plan for training or professional devel opnent
of individuals who will adm nister the assessnment to ensure reliable
and conparabl e results;

(d) Describe a process for reporting results of the assessnent to
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parents, the office of the superintendent of public instruction, and
the departnent of early learning in a cormmon format; and

(e) Propose a plan for conmunicating with early | earning providers
and parents about the know edge and skills covered by the assessnent.

(4) In collaboration with thrive by five Wshington and in
consultation with others, the departnent and the office of the
superi ntendent of public instruction shall: Analyze how the assessnent
can be used to inprove instruction to be responsive to the needs and
strengths of individual students entering kindergarten; whether and how
the assessnment results can be used to inprove the early |earning and
K-12 systens, as well as the transition between systens; and the costs
of the assessnment, including the tinme required to admnister the
assessnent.

(5) The kindergarten entry assessnent sel ected nust be sensitive to
cultural and soci oeconom c differences influencing the devel opnent of
young children. The assessnent shall not be used to screen or
otherwi se preclude children from entering kindergarten if they are
ot herw se eligible.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent of early learning and the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction jointly shall submt
a report with recommendations for inplenenting the kindergarten entry
assessnment to the governor and the appropriate commttees of the
| egi sl ature by Cctober 15, 2009.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

The office of the superintendent of public instruction and the
departnent of early learning, jointly and in collaboration with thrive
by five Washington, shall study and nmake recomendations to the
governor and the legislature regarding inplenentation of a statew de
ki ndergarten entry assessnent, in accordance with section 2 of this
act .

~-- END ---
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