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HOUSE BI LL 2548

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dunshee, Sells, Liias, Roberts, Chase, and Ericks

Prefiled 01/08/08. Read first tinme 01/ 14/08. Referred to Committee
on Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to a University of Wshington branch canpus at
Everett; and anmendi ng RCW 28B. 45. 010, 28B. 45. 012, and 28B. 45. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW28B.45.010 and 1989 1st ex.s. ¢ 7 s 1 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that the benefits of higher education should
be nore widely available to the citizens of the state of Wshington
The legislature also finds that a citizen's place of residence can
restrict that citizen's access to educational opportunity at the upper
di vi sion and graduate |evel.

Because nost of the state-supported baccal aureate universities are
| ocated in areas renoved frommajor netropolitan areas, the |egislature
finds that nmany of the state's citizens, especially those citizens
residing in the central Puget Sound area, the Snohom sh, Island, and
Skagit county region, the Tri-Cities, Spokane, Vancouver, and Yaki m,
have i nsufficient and i nequi t abl e access to upper - di vi si on
baccal aureate and graduat e educati on.

This lack of sufficient educational opportunities in urban areas
makes it difficult or inpossible for place-bound individuals, who are
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unable to relocate, to conplete a baccal aureate or graduate degree. It
al so exacerbates the difficulty financially needy students have in
attendi ng school, since many of those students need to work, and work
is not always readily available in sone comunities where the
baccal aureate institutions of higher education are |ocated.

The lack of sufficient educational opportunities in netropolitan
areas also affects the econony of the wunderserved comunities.
Busi nesses benefit from access to the research and teaching
capabilities of institutions of higher education. The absence of these
institutions from sonme of the state's mmjor urban centers prevents
beneficial interaction between businesses in these comunities and the
state's universities.

The Washi ngton state naster plan for higher education, adopted by
t he hi gher education coordi nating board, recogni zes the need to expand
upper-di vi sion and graduate educational opportunities in the state's
| arge urban centers. The board has also attenpted to provide a neans
for helping to neet future educational demand through a system of
branch canpuses in the state's nmjor urban areas.

The | egi slature endorses the assignnent of responsibility to serve
t hese urban centers that the board has nade to various institutions of
hi gher education. The |egislature also endorses the creation of branch
canpuses for the University of Washington and Wshington State
Uni versity.

The | egi sl ature recogni zes t hat , anong their ot her
responsibilities, the state's conprehensive comunity colleges share
with the four-year universities and colleges the responsibility of
providing the first two years of a baccal aureate education. It is the
intent of the legislature that the four-year institutions and the
comunity colleges work as cooperative partners to ensure the
successful and efficient operation of the state's system of higher
educat i on. The |legislature further intends that the four-year
institutions work cooperatively with the community colleges to ensure
that branch canpuses are operated as nodels of a two plus two
educati onal system

Sec. 2. RCWZ28B.45.012 and 2004 ¢ 57 s 1 are each anended to read

as follows:
(1) I'n 1989, the legislature created five branch canpuses to be
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operated by the state's two public research universities. Located in
growing urban areas, the branch canpuses were charged wth two
m ssi ons:

(a) Increasing access to higher education by focusing on upper
division and graduate prograns, targeting placebound students, and
operating as nodels of a two plus two educational systemin cooperation
with the community col |l eges; and

(b) Pronoting regional econom c devel opnent by responding to demand
for degrees from |local businesses and supporting regional econom es
t hrough research activities.

(2) Fifteen years later, the legislature finds that branch canpuses
are responding to their original mssion:

(a) Branch canpuses accounted for half of statew de upper division
and graduate public enrollnent growh since 1990;

(b) Branch canpuses have grown steadily and enroll increasing
nunbers of transfer students each year;

(c) Branch canpuses enroll proportionately nore older and part-tine
students than their main canpuses and attract increasing proportions of
students from nearby counti es;

(d) Although the extent of their inpact has not been neasured
branch canpuses positively affect |ocal economes and offer degree
pr ogr ans t hat roughly correspond wth regi onal occupati onal
proj ections; and

(e) The capital investnents nade by the state to support branch
canpuses represent a significant benefit to regional econom c
devel opnent .

(3) However, the legislature also finds the policy |andscape in
hi gher education has changed since the original creation of the branch
canpuses. Denmand for access to baccal aureate and graduate education is
increasing rapidly. Economi c devel opnent efforts increasingly
recogni ze the inportance of focusing on |ocal and regional economc
clusters and inproving coll aborati on anong conmuni ties, businesses, and
coll eges and wuniversities. Each branch canpus has evolved into a
unique institution, and it is appropriate to assess the nature of this
evolution to ensure the role and m ssion of each canpus is aligned with
the state's higher education goals and the needs of the region where
the canpus is | ocated.
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(4) Therefore, it is the legislature's intent to recognize the
unique nature of Washington's higher education branch canpuses,
reaffirm the role and m ssion of each, and set the course for their
continued future devel opnent.

(5) It is the further intent of the legislature that the canpuses
be identified by the follow ng nanes: University of Washington
Bothell, University of Wshington Tacoma, University of Washington
North Sound, Washington State University Tri-Cties, and Washington
State University Vancouver.

Sec. 3. RCW28B. 45.020 and 2005 ¢ 258 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The University of Washington is responsible for ensuring the
expansi on of baccal aureate and graduate educational prograns in the
((eentral)) Puget Sound area under rules or guidelines adopted by the
hi gher education coordinating board and in accordance wth
proportionality agreenents enphasizing access for transfer students
devel oped with the state board for community and technical coll eges.
The University of Washington shall neet that responsibility through the
operation of at least ((+we)) three branch canpuses. One branch canpus
shall be located in the Tacoma area. Another branch canpus shall be
collocated with Cascadia Community College in the Bothell-Wodinville
area. A third branch canpus, the University of WAshi ngton North Sound,

shall be located in Everett.

(2) At the University of Wshington Tacoma, a top priority is
expansi on of upper division capacity for transfer students and graduate
capacity and prograns. Beginning in the fall of 2006, the canpus may
offer lower division courses linked to specific mjors in fields not
addressed at |ocal comunity coll eges. The canpus shall admt | ower
di vi sion students through coadm ssion or coenrollnent agreenents with
a community college, or through direct transfer for students who have
accunul at ed approxi nately one year of transferable college credits. In
addition to offering | ower division courses linked to specific majors
as addressed above, the canpus may also directly admt freshnmen and
sophonores gradually and deliberately in accordance with the canpus
pl an submtted to the higher education coordinating board in 2004.

(3) At the University of Wshington Bothell, a top priority is
expansi on of upper division capacity for transfer students and graduate
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capacity and prograns. The canmpus shall also seek additional
opportunities to collaborate with and maximze its ((eeHocation
feeleeation})) colocation with Cascadia Comunity Col |l ege. Begi nni ng
in the fall of 2006, the canpus may offer | ower division courses |inked
to specific mgjors in fields not addressed at |ocal community coll eges.
The canpus may admt |ower division students through coadm ssion or
coenrol I mnent agreenents wth a community college, or through direct
transfer for students who have accunul ated approximately one year of
transferable college credits. In addition to offering | ower division
courses linked to specific majors as addressed above, the canpus may
also directly admt freshnmen and sophonores gradually and deliberately
in accordance with the canpus plan submtted to the higher education
coordi nating board in 2004.

(4) At the University of Washington North Sound, a top priority is
expansi on of upper division capacity for transfer students and graduate
capacity and prograns in high demand prograns with a particular focus
on _science, technology, and engi neering. The canpus may offer |ower
division courses linked to specific majors in fields not addressed at
local community colleges. In addition to offering |lower division
courses linked to specific majors as provided in this subsection, the
canpus may also directly admt freshnmen and sophonores gradually and
deliberately in accordance with the canpus plan to be submtted to the
hi gher education coordinating board. The canpus shall admt students
t hr ough coadmi ssion or coenrollnment agreenents with a conmmunity coll ege
enphasi zi ng access for transfer students codevel oped by the University
of Washington and the state board for comunity and technical colleges.

~-- END ---
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