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H 3953. 3

HOUSE BI LL 2521

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Hudgi ns, MCoy, and Hasegawa

Prefiled 01/07/08. Read first time 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on Technol ogy, Energy & Communi cati ons.

AN ACT Relating to the mapping of internet and conputer resources
in the state for purposes of future econom c devel opnent; anendi ng RCW
80. 36. 005; addi ng new sections to chapter 80.36 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds and declares the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Access to conputers and the internet is becom ng increasingly
inportant for full participation in our country's economc, political,
and social life;

(2) Affordable, high-speed internet access is a key conpetitive
factor for econom c devel opnent and quality of life in Washington state
and in our increasingly global econony;

(3) Universal connectivity at affordable prices is a necessity for
busi ness transacti ons, education and training, health care, information
exchange, governnent services, comrunication, artistic expression, and
t he denocratic process;

(4) Unequal access to conputer technol ogy and internet connectivity
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by inconme, education level, ethnic or racial group, or geographic
| ocation could deepen and reinforce the divisions that already exist in
our society; and

(5 Oher states are surveying their access to conputer and
internet resources in order to better conpete in the digital future.

Therefore, it is the intent of the legislature to survey the
availability of broadband access in the state and determ ne what steps
may be taken to bridge the digital divide, increase access to broadband
services for all citizens in Washington state, and prepare for a nore
conpetitive and digitally connected future.

Sec. 2. RCWB80.36.005 and 2003 ¢ 134 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout RCW 80.36.410
t hrough 80. 36.475((+)) and sections 3 through 5 of this act unless the
context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Broadband" neans the transm ssion of information, between or
anong points specified by the user, with or without change in the form
or content of the information as sent and received, at mninmumrates of
transm ssion of two negabits per second downstream and one negabit per
second upstream or at those synchronous upstream and downstream
transm ssion rates as may be recommended by the commission by rule,
whi chever is fastest in speed.

(2) "Commission" neans the WAshington state utilities and
transportati on conm ssion.

(3) "Community action agency" nmeans |local conmmunity action agencies
or local community service agencies designated by the departnent of
community, trade, and econonm c devel opnent under chapter 43. 63A RCW

(4) "Community agency"” neans |local comunity agencies that
adm ni ster community service voice nmail prograns.

(()) (5) "Community service voice mail" means a conputerized
voice mail system that provides |owinconme recipients wth: (a) An
i ndi vidual ly assigned tel ephone nunber; (b) the ability to record a
personal greeting; and (c) a private security code to retrieve
nessages.

((£3))) (6) "Community technol ogy prograni nmeans a program engaged
in diffusing information and conmunications technology in |ocal
communities, particularly in underserved areas. These prograns may
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include, but are not limted to, prograns that provide education and
skill-building opportunities, hardware and sof t war e, i nt er net
connectivity, and devel opnent of locally relevant content and delivery
of vital services through technol ogy.

(7) "Departnent” neans the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

((64))) (8) "Public entity" includes the state, a county, or a
nmuni ci pal corporation.

(9) "Service year" neans the period between July 1st and June 30t h.

(((5)_» . . Local : .

4A3-B63AREW) )
(10) "Tel econmmuni cations infrastructure" includes conduits, ducts,
poles, wires, fiberoptic cable or lines, coaxial cable, copper tw sted

pair t el ephone | nes, receivers, transntters, br oadcast radi o
frequency bandwidth, lasers and nultiplexers, instruments, nachines,
appliances and all devi ces, r eal estate, easenents, appar at us,

property, and routes used or operated by public entities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 80.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The commssion, in consultation with the departnent of
informati on services, must conduct a detailed study of the
t el ecomruni cations infrastructure and radi o frequency bandw dt h owned,
licensed, or otherwise controlled by public entities in the state. The
study nust be used to create a map of all public broadband resources
available in the state.

(2) I'n conducting the study, the conm ssion nust report, in detail

(a) The physical location of all telecomunications infrastructure
owned, licensed, or otherwise controlled by public entities in the
st at e;

(b) The ampunt of excess capacity avail able; and

(c) How the public tel econunications infrastructure overlaps with
the tel ecommuni cations infrastructure owned, |eased, or controlled by
the private sector.

(3) The study nust set forth specifically the areas for broadband

p. 3 HB 2521



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e o
A W N PRFR O

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

services by census tract and by block, Ilot, or other uniquely
identifiable adm nistrative characteristic. For areas that do not have
public broadband infrastructure, the comm ssion nmust estimnate:

(a) The amount of broadband connectivity that would need to be
built or offered in such areas to neet the unnet demand; and

(b) Possible reasons for why there is not coverage in a given area,
to the extent feasible.

(4) The commission, in consultation with the departnent of
informati on services, nust identify the excess capacity and bandw dth
that could be | eased on a nondiscrimnatory and comrerci ally reasonabl e
basis by public entities.

(5) By Decenber 1st of each year, the conmm ssion nust update this
study to track the expansion and progress of broadband access and
submt a report to the | egislature.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 80.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The commission, in consultation with the departnent of
informati on services, nust conduct a detailed survey of the actual
retail availability of wireline, wireless, and fixed-w rel ess broadband
communi cations services across the state. This survey nust be used to
create a map of all broadband resources available in the state.

(2) I'n conducting the survey required under subsection (1) of this
section, the comm ssion nust collect data and organize it by census
tract. The survey nust determ ne:

(a) The availability of broadband in the state;

(b) The average cost of service in those areas where broadband is
avai |l abl e;

(c) The top three communities in the state that have the |argest
nunber of broadband providers available at the | owest cost, and the top
three comunities in the state that have the snmallest nunber of
br oadband providers at the hi ghest cost; and

(d) The areas in which broadband is not generally and readily
comercially available in the state.

(3) The survey mnust specifically set forth the unnet demand for
br oadband services by census tract and by block, lot, or other uniquely
identifiable adm nistrative characteristic. For areas that do not have
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generally and readily commercially available retail access to broadband
services, the conm ssion nust estinmate:

(a) The amount of broadband connectivity that would need to be
built or offered in such areas to neet the unnet demand; and

(b) Possible reasons for why there is not coverage in a given area,
to the extent feasible.

(4) By Decenber 1st of each year, the conm ssion nust update this
survey to track the expansion and progress of broadband access and
report to the | egislature.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 80.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By Decenber 1, 2008, the conmm ssion, in consultation with the
departnent of information services, nust conpile a database and web
page listing all of the free wireless internet services that are
publicly available in the state. The database and web page nust
describe the exact location for each wreless access point, and any
log-in information, such as passwords, that may be required for gaining
access. The database nust be updated dynam cally on at |least a nonthly
basi s.

(2) By Decenmber 1, 2008, the conmmi ssion, in consultation with the
departnment of information services, shall identify and make publicly
avai lable a web directory of facilities providing community technol ogy
prograns throughout the state. This directory nmust be updated at | east
annual | y.

~-- END ---
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