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HOUSE BI LL 2468

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives VanDeWege, Warnick, Blake, Dickerson, Linville,
Upt hegr ove, Me Coy, Hi nkl e, Appl et on, Lant z, O s by, Mcintire,
Roberts, Kenney, Hudgins, Looms, Kretz, Kagi, and Chase; by request
of Department of Natural Resources

Prefiled 12/20/07. Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Committee
on Agriculture & Natural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to inproving community and urban forest conditions
in Wshington state; and anmending RCW 76.15.005, 76.15.010, and
76. 15. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW76.15.005 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Trees and ot her woody vegetation are a necessary and i nportant
part of community and urban environments. Community and urban forests
have many values and wuses including pronoting urban livability,
inproving public health, sequestering carbon, conserving energy,
reducing air and water pollution and soil erosion, contributing to
property values, attracting business, reducing glare and noise,
provi ding aesthetic and historical values, providing wood products, and
affording confort and protection for humans and wldlife.

(2) Well-managed and mamintained community and urban forests
mnimze catastrophic losses of life, property, and environnental
val ues due to floods, wi ndstorns, ice storns, wildland fires, and other
natural disasters. Natural disasters, pest and di sease infestations,
and |l ack of protection fromhuman inpacts pose significant threats to
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the comunity and urban forests. Urban forests provide nultiple
benefits and their loss would result in major financial, social, and
environnental costs to Washi ngt on.

(3) As urban and community areas in Washi ngton state grow, the need
to plan for and protect community and urban forests increases. Cities
and communities benefit from assistance in devel opi ng and mai nt ai ni ng
community and urban forestry prograns that al so address future grow h.

((3))) (4) Assistance and encouragenent in establishnent,
retention, and enhancenent of these forests and trees by |ocal
governnents, citizens, organizations, and professionals are in the
interest of the state based on the contributions these forests make in
preserving and enhancing the quality of |ife of Wshington's
muni ci palities and counties while providing opportunities for economc
devel opnent .

(5) An inventory and assessnent of conmmunity and urban forest
conditions enables the departnent to identify and establish priorities

for actions necessary to preserve and enhance the public investnment in

communi ty and urban forest resources.

Sec. 2. RCW76.15.010 and 2000 ¢ 11 s 15 are each anended to read
as follows:

((YUnlessthecontext—elearly requiresotherwise)) The definitions
in this section apply throughout this chapter unless the context
clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Community and urban forest" is that land in and around human
settlenments ranging from small communities to netropolitan areas,
occupied or potentially occupied by trees and associated vegetation
Community and urban forest |land nmay be planted or unplanted, used or
unused, and includes public and private |ands, | ands al ong
transportation and utility corridors, and forested watershed I ands
Wi thin popul ated ar eas.

(2) "Community and urban forest assessnent” neans an analysis of
the community and urban forest inventory to establish the value of
urban forest-related benefits, highlight trends and issues of concern,

identify high priority areas to be addressed, outline strategies for
addressing critical issues and urban |andscapes, and identify
opportunities for the planting of additional trees to sustain
Washi ngton's urban and community forests.
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(3) "Community and urban forest inventory" neans a managenent t ool
designed to gauge the condition, managenent status, health, and
diversity of a community and urban forest. An inventory nmay eval uate
individual trees, groups of trees, or canopy cover within comunity and
urban forests, and nust be periodically updated by the departnent.

(4 "Comunity and urban forestry" means the planning,
est abli shnent, protection, care, and nmanagenent of trees and associ ated
plants individually, in small groups, or under forest conditions wthin
muni ci palities and counti es.

((3))) (5) "Departnent” neans the departnent of natural resources.

((64»)) (B) "Municipality" nmans a city, town, port district,
public school district, community college district, irrigation
district, weed control district, park district, or other political
subdi vi sion of the state.

((65))) (7) "Person" neans an individual, partnership, private or
public municipal corporation, Indian tribe, state entity, county or
| ocal governnental entity, or association of individuals of whatever
nat ur e.

Sec. 3. RCW76.15.020 and 1991 ¢ 179 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent ((smy)) shall establish and maintain a program
in community and urban forestry to acconplish the purpose stated in RCW
76. 15. 007. The departnent may assist nunicipalities and counties in
establ i shing and mai ntaining coomunity and urban forestry prograns and
encour age persons to engage in appropriate and i nproved tree managenent
and care.

(2) The departnment ((fay)) shall advise, encourage, and assi st
muni ci palities, counties, and other public and private entities in the
devel opnment and coordi nation of policies, prograns, and activities for
the pronotion and preservation of community and urban forestry.

(3) The departnment nmay appoint a commttee or council to advise the
departnment in establishing and carrying out a programin comunity and
urban forestry.

(4) The departnment nmay assi st municipal and county tree naintenance
prograns by making surplus equi prment avail able on | oan where feasible
for community and urban forestry prograns and cooperative projects.
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(5) The comm ssioner of public lands shall appoint a technica
advisory committee to advise the departnent in the devel opnent of
uniformcriteria for a statewi de conmunity and urban forest inventory
and assessnent.

(a) The technical advisory commttee nust include but is not
limted to: Arborists; nunicipal foresters; educators; consultants;
researchers; public works and utilities professionals; information
technol ogy specialists; and other affiliated professionals.

(b) The criteria for a statewide comunity and urban forest
inventory may include, but is not limted to: Tree size; species;
| ocation; condition; contribution to canopy cover and volune; available

pl anti ng spaces: and econonic, social, and nonetary val ue.
(c) The technical advisory committee nenbers nust be conpensated as

provided in RCW 43.03.250 and nmust receive reinbursenent for travel
expenses as provided by RCW43. 03. 050 and 43.03.060. Costs associ ated
with the technical advisory commttee may be paid fromthe general fund

appropriation nade available to the departnent for comunity and urban
forestry.

(6) The departnent shall, in collaboration with nmunicipalities and
a statewide organization representing urban and comunity forestry
prograns, develop the inplenentation plan for the inventory and
assessnent of the comunity and urban forests in WAshington state.

(7) The departnent shall, in collaboration wth educational
institutions, nmunicipalities, corporations, state and national service
organi zations, and environnental organizations, conduct a statew de
inventory of comunity and urban forests. Statewi de data nust be
mai ntained and periodically updated by the departnent and nade
available to every nmunicipality.

(8) The departnent shall, in collaboration with a statew de
organi zation representing urban and comunity forestry prograns,
conduct an urban forest assessnent and devel op reconmmendations to the
legislature to inprove comunity and urban forestry in WAshington
state. The conm ssioner of public |ands nust report progress annually
to the leqgislature, beginning January 1, 20009.

~-- END ---
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