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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2452

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Appl eton, Canpbell, Rolfes, Seaquist, Barlow, MCoy,
Upt hegrove, Hunt, Chase, Lantz, MlIntire, Haigh, and Nel son)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to wldlife rehabilitation; amending RCW 77.12. 467,
77.12.469, and 90.56.110; adding a new section to chapter 77.12 RCW
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Wildlife rehabilitators provide the only hospital services in
Washi ngton for injured, orphaned, and sick wld animls;

(2) WIidlife rehabilitators are in a unique position to notice and
identify energing diseases in wldlife populations, and to share that
information with the departnent of fish and wldlife;

(3) Healthy wildlife populations are inportant to the quality of
life of the citizens of Washington. By saving the |ives of thousands
of injured, orphaned, and sick wld animals each year, wldlife
rehabilitators directly inprove the quality of life for Washington
citizens;

(4) WIldlife rehabilitators often work closely with |ocal |aw
enforcenent, animal control officers, departnent of fish and wldlife
enforcenent officers, and wildlife biologists at the state and federal
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levels to aid in the safe capture, disease testing, nedical treatnent,
rehabilitation, and rel ease of wld animals;

(5 Wldlife rehabilitators inprove the quality of Ilife of
Washington citizens and assist in the protection of Wshington's
envi ronnment by providing education prograns to many thousands of people
annual ly; and

(6) WIldlife rehabilitators inprove the quality of Ilife of
Washi ngton citizens by providing hunmane conflict resolution advice when
a person encounters a conflict wwth a wild animal at the person's hone
or business.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) The director shall establish and nmaintain a wldlife
rehabilitation advisory conmttee to be conposed of departnent
enpl oyees with expertise in wldlife rehabilitation and the
departnment's role in the |licensing and regulation of wldlife
rehabilitation facilities and private individuals engaged in the
rehabilitation of wldlife.

(b) Unless deened inpractical by the director, at |least six private
wildlife rehabilitation professionals nust be represented on the
wildlife rehabilitation advisory conmttee, with no nore than two
enpl oyed by a single wildlife rehabilitation facility. O the private
wildlife rehabilitation professionals, if possible, no fewer than two
nmust be nmenbers of a statew de organi zation representing the interests
of wildlife rehabilitation facilities.

(2) The purposes of the wildlife rehabilitation advisory commttee
is to:

(a) Facilitate conmunication and partnership between the depart nent
and wildlife rehabilitation facilities;

(b) Inprove the exchange of information, research, data, and
sci ence between the departnent and wildlife rehabilitation facilities;

(c) Provide the departnent with recommendations as to how the
wildlife rehabilitation community can participate in the testing and
tracking of wldlife diseases;

(d) Provide advice and information to the departnent in the
i npl enentation of its wildlife rehabilitation program established in
RCW 77. 12. 467,
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(e) Provide advice and information to the department regarding
wildlife rehabilitation |licensing and |icense renewal policies;

(f) Provide advice and information to the departnent regarding
rules for the rehabilitation of wildlife affected by oil spills under
RCW 90. 56. 110;

(g) Provide guidance to the director in the identification of
potential public investnents in wildlife rehabilitation resources that
woul d benefit the departnent in the execution of its duties under this
title; and

(h) Provide any other advice and information to the departnment on
any matters deened useful by the director.

(3) The director or the director's designee shall convene the
wildlife rehabilitation advisory commttee as often as deenmed necessary
by the director.

(4) Each nondepartnental nenber of the wldlife rehabilitation
advisory commttee shall serve wthout conpensation but may be
reinbursed for travel expenses as authorized in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060.

Sec. 3. RCW77.12.467 and 2007 c 246 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall establish a wldlife rehabilitation program
to help support the critical role licensed wldlife rehabilitators play
in protecting the public by capturing, testing for disease, and caring
for sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife in Washington ((state)). The
director shall contract for wildlife rehabilitation services with up to
four people in each of the departnent's six admnistrative regions
Applicants may submit only one request every two years and nust reside
in the admnistrative region for which they have applied. The
contracts nmust be for a termof two years.

(2) In order to receive funding, the wildlife rehabilitator nust:
(a) Be properly licensed in wildlife rehabilitation under state and
federal law, and (b) furnish information concerning his or her
identity, including fingerprints for subm ssion to the Washington state
patrol to include a national crimnal background check. The applicant
must pay for the cost of the crimnal background check. If the
background check reveals that the applicant has been convicted of a
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felony or gross m sdeneanor, the applicant is ineligible to receive
f undi ng.

(3) The departnent nust require that contractors submt detailed
reports accounting for all expenditures of state funds. The reports
must be submtted to the departnent on a quarterly basis. The
departnent may require the contractor to submt to an inspection of the
rehabilitation facility to ensure conpliance with departnment rules
governing wildlife rehabilitation

(4) Expenditures that are permtted under this program as they
specifically relate to wildlife rehabilitation include:

(a) Reinbursenent for diagnostic and | ab support services;

(b) Purchase and nmi ntenance of proper restraints and equi pnment
used in the capture, transportation, tenporary housing, and rel ease of
wildlife;

(c) Reinbursenent of contracted veterinary services;

(d) Reinbursenment of the cost of food, nedication, and other
consumabl es; and

(e) Reinbursenent of the cost of continuing education.

(5) The departnent shall give priority to applications submtted
that provide for the rehabilitation of endangered or threatened

speci es.

(6) Funds may not be used to rehabilitate either nonnative species
or nuisance animals, or both, including, but not limted to the
fol | ow ng: Eastern gray squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis); opossum

(Di del phis wvirginiana); raccoons (Procyon lotor); striped skunk
(Mephitis mephitis); spotted skunk (Spilogale putorius); Eastern
cottontail rabbit (Sylvilagus floridanus); donestic rabbit (O yctol agus
cuni cul us); European starling (Sturnus vulgaris); and house sparrow
(Passer donesticus).

((4))) (7)) The departnent shall, in inplenenting this section
consider all recommendations that may be forwarded by the wldlife
rehabilitation advisory commttee created in section 2 of this act and
may adopt any rules as are necessary to carry out this section.

Sec. 4. RCW77.12.469 and 2007 ¢ 246 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent nust develop a process for renewing wildlife
rehabilitation licenses. Al wildlife rehabilitation |icenses issued
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by the department prior to January 1, 2006, nust be renewed by January
1, 2010. The departnent may adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this
section.

(2) The departnent shall, in inplenenting this section, consider
al | reconmendations that may be forwarded by the wldlife
rehabilitation advisory comrittee created in section 2 of this act.

Sec. 5. RCW90.56.110 and 1994 c 264 s 95 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment of fish and wildlife may adopt rules including,
but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

((5)) (&) Procedures and nethods of handling and caring for
waterfow or other wldlife affected by spills of oil and other
hazardous materi al s;

((2)) (b) The certification of persons trained in the renoval of
pollutants fromwaterfow or other wldlife;

((63))) (c) Devel opnent of procedures with respect to renoval of
oi |l and ot her hazardous substances fromwaterfow or other wldlife;

((64))) (d) The establishnment of training exercises, courses, and
ot her training procedures as necessary;

((65))) (e) Such other rules as may be reasonably necessary to
carry out the intent of RCW 90.56. 100.

(2) The departnent shall, in inplenenting this section, consider
al | reconmendations that may be forwarded by the wldlife
rehabilitation advisory comrittee created in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The initial priority for the wldlife
rehabilitation advisory commttee created in section 2 of this act is
to assist the departnent of fish and wildlife in the devel opnment and
inplementation of the wildlife rehabilitation program established in
RCW 77. 12. 467, including assistance in the devel opnent of a process and
criteria for evaluating grant proposals.

~-- END ---
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