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HOUSE BI LL 2438

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Kretz, WIIlians, Blake, MCune, Newhouse, Takko,
Chandl er, Condotta, Arnstrong, Dunn, MDonal d, Warnick, and Pearson

Prefiled 12/03/07. Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Committee
on Agriculture & Natural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to adding permanency to a pilot project that
al l owed for the use of dogs in cougar hunting; anmendi ng RCW 77. 15. 245;
anendi ng 2007 ¢ 178 ss 1 and 2 (uncodified); and addi ng new sections to
chapter 77.12 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. 2007 ¢ 178 s 1 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:

(1) (a) The departnent ((et—++sh—andwld+e)), in cooperation and
col |l aboration with the county |legislative authorities of Ferry,
Stevens, Pend Oeille, Chelan, and Okanogan counties, shall recomend
rules to ((estabHshathree-year—pHot—progran)) allow, wthin select
ganme managenent units of these counties, ((te—pursue)) the pursuit or
((kH)) killing of cougars with the aid of dogs.

(b) A pursuit season and a kill season with the aid of dogs nust be
established through the ((Hsh—andwldife)) comm ssion's rul e-nmaking
process, utilizing | ocal dangerous wildlife task teans conprised of the
two collaborating authorities. The two collaborating authorities shall
al so develop a nore effective and accurate dangerous wldlife reporting
systemto ensure a tinely response.
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(c) The ((ptHoet—programs)) primary goals of the pursuit and kil

seasons are to provide for public safety, to protect property, and to
assess cougar popul ations.

(2) Any rules adopted by the ((Hsh—and—wldife)) conmssion to
establish ((a—ptHoet—profeet)) seasons allowng for the pursuit or
hunti ng of cougars with the aid of dogs under this section only nust
ensure that all pursuits or hunts are:

(a) Designed to protect public safety or property;

(b) Reflective of the nost current cougar popul ation data; and

(¢) ((Pestgned—ro—generate—data—that—rs—necessary—ftor—the
I Lot I . . : . .t hi
act; and

{&y)) Consistent with any applicable recomendations energing from
research on cougar population dynamcs in a nultiprey environnent
conducted by Washington State University's departnent of natural
resource sciences that was funded in whole or in part by the departnent
of fish and wldlife.

Sec. 2. 2007 ¢ 178 s 2 (uncodified) is anended to read as foll ows:
A county legislative authority my request inclusion in the

((fourth and final year of the cougar control piltot project)) cougar
pursuit and kill seasons authorized by ((ehapter—264—Laws—ef—2004))

section 1 of this act after taking the foll ow ng actions:

(1) Adopting a resolution that requests inclusion in the ((pH-et
projfeet)) cougar pursuit and kill seasons;

(2) Docunenting the need to participate in the ((pHoet—profeet))
cougar pursuit and kill seasons by identifying the nunber of
cougar/ human encounters and |ivestock and pet depredations;

(3) Devel oping and agreeing to the inplenentation of an education
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program designed to dissemnate to |andowners and other citizens
i nformati on about predator exclusion techniques and devices and ot her
nonl et hal net hods of cougar nmanagenent; and

(4) Denonstrating that existing cougar depredation permts, public
safety cougar hunts, or other existing wldlife nmanagenent tools have
not been sufficient to deal wth cougar incidents in the county.

Sec. 3. RCW77.15.245 and 2005 ¢ 107 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Notwi thstanding the provisions of RCW 77.12.240, 77.36.020
77.36.030, or any other provisions of law, it is unlawful to take
hunt, or attract black bear with the aid of bait.

(a) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
killing of black bear with the aid of bait by enpl oyees or agents of
county, state, or federal agencies while acting in their official
capacities for the purpose of protecting |livestock, donestic aninals,
private property, or the public safety.

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent the
est abl i shnent and operation of feeding stations for black bear in order
to prevent damage to commercial tinberl and.

(c) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
director from issuing a permt or nenorandum of understanding to a
publ i c agency, university, or scientific or educational institution for
the use of bait to attract black bear for scientific purposes.

(d) As used in this subsection, "bait" nmeans a substance pl aced,
exposed, deposited, distributed, scattered, or otherw se used for the
pur pose of attracting black bears to an area where one or nore persons
hunt or intend to hunt them

(2) Notw thstanding RCW 77.12.240, 77.36.020, 77.36.030, or any
ot her provisions of |aw, except as provided in section 1 of this act,
it is unlawful to hunt or pursue black bear, cougar, bobcat, or |ynx
with the aid of a dog or dogs.

(a) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
killing of black bear, cougar, bobcat, or lynx with the aid of a dog or
dogs by enpl oyees or agents of county, state, or federal agencies while
acting in their official capacities for the purpose of protecting
livestock, donmestic animals, private property, or the public safety.
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A dog or dogs may be used by the owner or tenant of real property
consistent wwth a permt issued and conditioned by the director.

(b) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
director from issuing a permt or nenorandum of understanding to a
publ i c agency, university, or scientific or educational institution for
the use of a dog or dogs for the pursuit, capture and relocation, of
bl ack bear, cougar, bobcat, or lynx for scientific purposes.

(c) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prohibit the
director from issuing a permt or nenorandum of understanding to a
publ i c agency, university, or scientific or educational institution for
the use of a dog or dogs for the killing of black bear, cougar, or
bobcat, for the protection of a state and/or federally Ilisted
t hreat ened or endangered speci es.

(3)(a) Notwi thstanding subsection (2) of this section, the
comm ssion shall authorize the use of dogs only in selected areas
W thin a ganme nanagenent unit to address a public safety need presented
by one or nore cougar. This authority may only be exercised after the
comm ssion has determned that no other practical alternative to the
use of dogs exists, and after the comm ssion has adopted rules
describing the conditions in which dogs may be used. Conditions that
may warrant the use of dogs within a ganme managenent unit include, but
are not limted to, confirned cougar/human safety incidents, confirmnmed
cougar/livestock and cougar/pet depredations, and the nunber of cougar
capture attenpts and rel ocati ons.

(b) The departnment shall post on their internet web site the known
details of all reported cougar/human, cougar/pet, or cougar/livestock
interactions within ten days of receiving the report. The posted
material must include, but is not limted to, the location and tinme of
all reported sightings, and the known details of any cougar/livestock
i nci dents.

(4) A person who violates subsection (1) or (2) of this section is
guilty of a gross m sdeneanor. In addition to appropriate crimna
penal ties, the departnment shall revoke the hunting |icense of a person
who violates subsection (1) or (2) of this section and order the
suspension of wildlife hunting privileges for a period of five years
followng the revocation. Follow ng a subsequent violation of
subsection (1) or (2) of this section by the sane person, a hunting
Iicense shall not be issued to the person at any tine.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec.

to chapter

77.12 RCW

4.

Sections 1 and 2 of this act are each added

~-- END ---

p. 5 HB 2438



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.

